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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
Over the last twenty years, Aubrey Meyer’s sustained work through the Global Commons 
Institute [GCI] with the "Contraction and Convergence" - or C&C - concept and 
campaign, has created a global standard that is now widely recognized as an outstanding 
and essential contribution to the global debate on what to do avoid dangerous rates of 
climate change.  
 
 
This is remarkable and reflects the integrity of the argument where C&C is 
mathematically rooted in the science of climate change and marries the limit to future 
human emissions that avoids dangerous rates of climate change to the politically 
compelling requirement of equal shares in the use of the atmosphere subject to that limit.  
It embodies the economic political reality, that adjustment to equal per capita emissions 
entitlements will take time. It is a rational, flexible and transparent concept that holds out 
the best hope of all urgent proposals that might form a basis of an environmentally and 
economically rational global agreement on climate change mitigation. The contraction 
and convergence idea was at the core of the proposals for international agreement that are 
part of the Garnaut Climate Change Review, commissioned by and presented to the 
Australian Prime Minister and all State Premiers (R. Garnaut, 2008, The Garnaut Climate 
Change Review, Cambridge University Press; www.garnautreview.org.au). 
 
 
Aubrey’s success has been achieved with very little funding. So I am asking that financial 
support is given to this campaign particularly at this time as this year - 2009 - leads to a 
UN event in Copenhagen in December at which it is intended that the global plan to 
avoid dangerous rates of climate change is agreed and established for the long-term.  
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Ross Garnaut  

Prof Brendan Mackey                                                                                                
Director, The ANU WildCountry Research & Policy Hub 
The Fenner School of Environment & Society, College of Science 
The Australian National University, Canberra ACT 0200 Australia 
T: +61 2 6125 4960; F: +61 2 61253770;  
E: brendan.mackey@anu.edu.au; www.anu.edu.au   

04 March 2009 

RE: Esmee Fairburn Trust for financial support for Global Commons Institute 

I am writing to support the application by GCI for financial support from the Esmee 
Fairburn Trust. 

It is now axiomatic that human-induced climate change is the gravest threat to 
global security and the future and survival of humanity on Earth. However, the world 
community has struggled to reach consensus on the framework for an international 
agreement that will lead to a satisfactory coordinated response. Rather, negotiations 
are constantly derailed by short-term concerns, vested interests, and conventional 
thinking. 

Aubrey Meyer through his work with GCI has developed a framework for 
international cooperation that addresses the fundamental impediments to successful 
negotiation of a new climate change agreement. This approach is called Contraction 
& Convergence (C&C), and it remains a singular beacon of sanity in the madness of 
climate change treaty negotiations and is humanity’s best hope for a global deal that 
is the real deal – one that will solve the problem. 

The sustained effort of GCI over 20 years is a testimony to Aubrey’s integrity, 
commitment, and resolve. The logic and calculus of C&C is inescapable once an 
objective analysis is undertaken. For years, it was foolishly dismissed as impractical! 
Somewhat ironically, those who now view the problem with a clear head are 
increasingly accepting that C&C presents the only politically acceptable solution to 
the foundational question of how the permissible emissions can be distributed 
amongst the people of Earth. 

As with all great ideas, C&C is deceptively simple, addresses the root causes of the 
problem, and is recognized as a grave threat to those vested interests who fear the 
climate change problem’s successful resolution because of the fundamental changes 
it will wrought on our economic status quo. 

This is the crucial year for climate change as it culminates in the Copenhagen 
conference and hopefully the generation of a new agreement for the next 
commitment period. It is absolutely critical that C&C’s message is heard loud and 
clear throughout the year in the lead up to Copenhagen, as well as during the 
conference. Also, it is likely that Copenhagen will not deliver the definitive answer 
the global situation demands and that key issues will continue to be negotiated in the 
coming years – therefore requiring continuation of the C&C campaign. 

I encourage and urge the Trust to invest in GCI during the coming year and beyond. 
I am convinced that GCI’s time will come, and that Aubrey Meyer’s contribution will 
prove to be of historic significance. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ross Garnaut - Australia National University
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