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UPDATE  SIGNATORY LIST ON PROTEST LETTER  AGAINST UNEQUAL LIFE EVALUATION  BY CLIMATE
CHANGE ECONOMISTS  IN INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IPCC)

Below is a sign-on letter which GCI has been circulating. Since June, many people and organisations around the
world have co-signed this in protest against the actions of some economists now working in the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change or IPCC's Working Group Three (WG3) on "Economic and other Cross-Cutting Issues".

These (mostly OECD) economists have now established the following ideas in the drafts of the IPCC's Second
Assessment Report (SAR): -

(a) There will a huge number of deaths as a result of human-induced global climate changes.
(b) These need to be given a cash value (a "damage cost").
(c) The cash value of people's lives around the world is different.
(d) This is because of their differing abilities to pay for damage insurance.

Consequently, the lives of people in poor countries  should be substantially discounted in the Global Cost/Benefit Analysis (G-
CBA) being conducted by IPCC.

The poorer countries have least - or indeed no - responsibility for causing the problems of climate change.  They also cover the
regions of the globe where most of the associated deaths will occur. They are also the countries now most blamed for "future
impacts".

We do not feel that this aspect of the IPCC's analysis is  ethically justifiable or politically prudent. We therefore ask you and all
your colleagues please to consider becoming co-signatories to the attached letter. Signature collection will also continue until
the 1st "Conference of the Parties" (COP) ie the UN Climate Change negotiations in Berlin next March.

 "DEFEND THE VALUE OF LIFE"

Please co-sign THIS letter to the Conference of the Parties & the IPCC

"Protecting the world environment requires that  development be sustainable.

"Some time ago main-stream economists explicitly set out to capture the sustainable development agenda
for the economics profession.

"In this pursuit and with much public money, they  invented the technique they call "global cost/benefit
analysis" (G-CBA). Global warming and the cost  and benefits of climate change are now assessed by
them in these monetary terms. And this assessment is being aggressively pushed by the economists in the
UN's Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

"Part of this exercise, they assert, entails giving cash values to human lives. They accept there are going
to be hundreds of thousands of deaths worldwide as a result of  global climate changes.

"A recent research paper from the UK-Government-funded C-SERGE, the UK's "Centre for the Social
and Economic Research of the Global Environment", (C-SERGE Director David Pearce is also the
convening lead author in IPCC on "Social Costs" and has now formally lodged this approach in the
IPCC text - and it has survived the peer review) states that the cash value of a "statistical life" in the EC
or the USA is $1,500,000 per head, but in ("poorer countries" such as) China it is only $150,000. In G-
CBA, this means that, as an economist, you help capture the  sustainable  development agenda for your
profession by discarding a real Chinese life ten times more  easily than a real life in the EC or the USA.

"Ironically, these lives are now at risk as a result of damage to the global environment for which citizens
in the EC and the USA have been and are at least ten times more responsible per head than citizens in
China. There is, of course, a foreign policy cost associated with this  since the population  of the EC and
the USA is outnumbered 10-1 by everyone else.

"The need to value human rights as equal, is prudent as  well as perennial."
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ORIGINAL GCI CLIMATE STATEMENT AND SIGNATORIES

"We the undersigned acknowledge with concern that climate change through enhanced global warming is
a real and growing threat and is caused by the emissions of long-lived greenhouse gases from human
activities.

"The IPCC advises that to stabilise atmospheric concentrations requires a reduction of emissions to less
than 40% of current levels.

"On average each person in the world contributes 1.65 metric tonnes of carbon and equivalents each
year. 40% of this figure ie 0.66 MTCE thus represents each individual's output threshold to forcing future
climate change.

"Currently (1990) 53% of the people in the world produce greenhouse gas emissions at or below this
threshold figure, and their emissions contribute only 90% of the non-forcing total. They therefore provide
the equivalent of a 10% "credit" (subsidy) which is taken up by the rest of the world.

"This inequity is particularly unacceptable at a time when the majority of people are struggling to meet
basic human needs. it is also unacceptable as the forcing emissions total is derived largely from
unsustainable, luxury-based activities in countries one of whose governments has still refused even the
principle of setting targets for CO2 stabilization let alone reduction.

"We believe that all people present and future, should have rights-to-life and sustainable livelihoods
which are free from the threat and the reality of human-induced climate disruption.

"We stress that the responsibility for taking corrective action and reducing bad practice lies with those
who created and who continue to exacerbate this global crisis. We demand that their response should be
immediate and without prevarication, and should take special action over this issue of social inequity."
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