
IF MANY PEOPLE SHARE THE SAME DREAM, 
IT WON‘T BE A DREAM FOR LONG.

global-commons.org
save-the-world-now.org
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FEELING POWERLESS AND SMALL? BE PART OF A GLOBAL MOVEMENT. Supporters of the Global Marshall Plan Initiative (excerpt): Kai-Axel Aanderud, Catharina Aanderud, Gerard Aartsen, Alexandra Abensperg-Traun, Hafsat Abiola, Abraham Abiyu, Ralph Abraham, Walter Achammer, Ignatius Chibuzo Achilefu, Gisela Ack

Martin Almada, Franz Alt, Bigi Alt, Maria Altevogt, Dieter Althaus, Liebgard Annedore Althausen, Michael Altwein, Beate Amrehn, Nicolai Sune Andersen, M. Arendt, Matthias Assenheimer, Philipp Ast, Helmut Atz, Johannes P.G. Atze, Cashmiar Audu, Jürgen Autrata, Frederick William Ayer, Naman Azhari, Joachim Baatz, Elnara Babayeva, Monika B

Ballschmiede, Reinhard Bals, Wolfgang Balze, Günter Banzhaf, Josip Baotic, Amarante Barambio Buisan, Dijana Barberic, Rainer und Kerstin Bartesch, Ulrich Bartosch, Reinhard Bartsch, Marlies Basili-Hartmann, Jochen Bassin, Marion Battke, Achim Battke, Robert Bauchmüller, Hans Bauer, Manfred Bauer, Werner P. Bauer, Friedhelm Bauer, Eva Bau

Marie-Louise und Christian Beck-Müller, Helmut Beckemeier, Dirk Becker, Martin Becker, Angelika Becker, Arnold Beekes, Adriana Begeer, Karin Begher, Doris Behm, Ingetraud und Herbert Behnke, Uwe Behr, Manuel Beier, Peggy Bellmann, Hildegard E. Belmer, Joachim Belz, Thomas Benard, Rainer Bender, Steffen Bender, Barbara Benedikt, Ko

Besse, Heinz Best, Martin Bethge, Oliver Betten, Martin Betzold, Bert Beyers, Claudia Bickmann, Susanne Biedenkopf-Kuerten, Claus Biegert, Franziska Biernat, Jan Bildhauer, Anselm Bilgri, Christopher Billington, El Hassan bin Talal, Felix Bindernagel, Conrad-Wilhelm Binding, Jürgen Binn, Irina Birioukova-Dahms, Roman Bischinger, Anke Bischo

Tilman Bloem, Renate Bloem, Jürgen Blucha, Peter Blumenthal, Jochen Blumenthal, Hélène Boccage, H.K. Bock, Michael Bockhorni, Susanne Boehncke, Ulrich Boeschen, Niko Bogdanovic, Mirko Boger, Michael Bohn, Michael Bohnet, Klaus A. Boldt, Michael Bolk, Andrew Bollinger, Andreas Bolte, Rais Neza Boneza, Michael Bonitz, Ingo S. Bo

Joachim Botzenhardt, Falko Bozicevic, Bruno Brachtl, Tineke Brackel, Gertraud und Ulrich Bracker, Gerhard Brahmer, Anja Brandhoff, Christine Bratu, Martin Braun, Philip Braun, Axel Braun, Michael Braun, Frank Breinlinger, Gudrun Breitinger, Dorothea Brenner, Robert Brenninkmeijer, Moritz Brettschneider, Helga Breuninger, Andreas Breuss, Hil

Volkmar Bruckner, Gerhard Bruckner, Marines Bruckner, Sybille Brugger, Elias Brumm, Wilfried Brunck, Lucien Bruneau, Alfred Brunner, Karin und Walter Brunngräber, Stefan Brunnhuber, Jan Bruns, Franz Bruxhard, Jasmine Brück, Wilhelm Brück, Wilhelm und Jasmin Brück, Christine Brückner, Wolfgang Brückner, Irene Brüske-Hohlfeld, Agnieszk

Burger, Gabi Burgstaller, Gerhard Burgstaller, Jürgen Burmester, Franziska Burmester, Julia Busche, Marduk Buscher, Edwin Busl, Stephan Büchel, Peter Bürger, Cynthia Byrne, Sven-Uwe Büttner, Harald Bär, Judith Bärnthaler, Andreas Böchtelt, Almaz Böhm, Karlheinz Böhm, Edeltraud Böhm-Amtmann, Simone Böhme, Hildegard Böhmer, Johannes 

Juan Casavelos, Gabriele Casper, Timm Cebulla, Reinhold Christian, Jutta Christl, Günther Christmann, Bert Christmann, Monica Clare, Arthur C. Clarke, Friederike Claußen, Hans-Jürgen Claußen, Horst Rüdiger und Mechthild Colsman, Mechthild und Horst Colsmann, Christiane Conrad, Michael Conrad, Walter Conrad, Peter Coreth, Ivo Cré, Karlhe

Daniel, Claudia Dankl, Antje Danneberg, Ingeborg Dannecker, Gerhard Danzl, Subhoranjan Dasgupta, Rainer Daubeck, Mathias Daum, Emmi Daurer, Helmut Dautel, Erika de Cuyper, Claas de Jong, Calebe de Roure, Vita de Waal, Joachim Dedy, Foster Deibert, Burkhard Deifel, Thomas Deimel, Cetin Demirci, Rüdiger Denkers, Joachim Denkinger, Nor

Dicht, Hans Diefenbacher, Viola Diehlmann-Wieland, Werner Dierlamm, Helmut und Ute Dieterich, Hans Dietschmann, Otto Dietz, Hilmar O. Dietze, Peter Dietzel, Mirjam Diez Reiter, Christoph Dimer, Agnes Dingel, Pape Ndiaye Diouf, Markus Dippon, Miriam Discher, Florian Dittrich, Christian Doblhammer, Christian Doblhammer, Dimitri Dobro

Eugen Drewermann, Norbert Drews, Diana Drexler, Tatjana Drieschner, Inga Drossart, Jürgen Dubbert, Mark Dubrulle, Kristin Duchâteau, Klaus Duffner, Günter Dull, Günter Dullinger, Benedikt Dunst, Thomas Dvorak, Leopoldine Dworak, Werner Dybowski, Harald Dyckhoff, Klaas Dykmann, Hans-Peter Dürr, Dürten Holz u. Volker Tietge, Axel Däm

Eckhardt, Gerd Eckhardt, Beate und Michael Eder, Michael Eder, Beate und Michael Eder, Claudia Eder, Hans Harald Edler von Braun, Irmgard Edlinger, Sylvia Edlinger, Vera Egenberger, Gudrun Eger-Harsch, Ulrike Egger, Christian Egger, Paul Eggert, Heide Lore Egghart, Günter Eicher, Wolfgang Eichhorn, Hubertus Eicke, Tanja Eickholt, Bernd Eifl

berger, Duane Elgin, David Ellensohn, Rudolf Ellensohn, Andreas Eller, Ingrid und Horst Ellermeier, Sonya Elmer, Susan Elsagir, Brigitte und Josef Elsener, Traugott Elsässer, Manfred Emersberger, Andreas Emmert, Erfan Enayati, Gabriela Ender, Gudrun und Bernd Endres, Peter Energieberatung Kaufmann, Frauke Engel, Diethard Engel, Maria Engel

Sabine Ertl, Bernd Euchner, Markus Even, Frederic Martin Evers, Jan Eyting, Dennis Eßer, Josef Faas, Nicole Fabisch, Joachim Faenger, Gunhild Faisst, Brigitte Falk, Leonie Faller, Johannes Fangmeyer, Jonathan Fantini, Ummar Farooq, Johann Feichter, Hannelore Feichtinger, Ulrike und Michael Feil, Peter Henning Feindt, Robert Fejko, Miriam Fekka

Thomas Findeisen, Helmut Findling, Wilfried Fink, Elisabeth Fink, Johanna Fink, Ingeborg Finkbeiner, Frithjof Finkbeiner, Karolin Finkbeiner, Guido Fiolka, Yvonne Firdaus, Veronika Fischbach, Wolfgang Fischer, Gisela Fischer, Lothar J. Fischer, Hermann Fischer, Gisela Fischer, Franz Fischler, Monique Fitzko, Achim Fißl, Jürgen Flad, Heiner Flass

marie Franke, Rudolf Frankenberger, Klaus Franz, Michael G. Franz, Birgit Franzen, Bettina und Wolfram Franzky, Kerstin Franzl, Josef Frauscher, Fredrichs, Jürgen Freimann, Frank Freimuth, Birgit Freitag, Walter Freitag, Ute Freitas, Sabine Frena, Peter Frerichs, Jürgen Frey, Armin Frey, Annette Frick, Walter Friedmann, Mario Friedmann, Bernd Frie

Hubertus Fulczyk, Timm Fulge, Peter Fulge, Dietmar Fütterer, Wolfgang Fänderl, Julian Fässler, Helmut Fässler, Achim Fölster, Thomas Förster, Komlan Gaba, Sandra Gabler, Susanne und Alexander Gad El-Karim, Alexander Gaefe, Rosemarie Gailhofer, Anna Gailhofer, Johan Galtung, Mauro Gandra, Hannelore und Klaudius Gansczyk, Atanu Garai

Genschel, Hans-Dietrich Genscher, Susan George, Jean-Luc Gérard, Julia Gerhardt, Hans Joachim Gerhardt, Detlef Gerhardt, Renate und Detlef Gerritzen, Renate Gerritzen, Detlef Gerritzen, Monika Gerschau, Judith Gerstenberg, Natalie Gerstenlauer, Jan Gerstmann, Udo Gesowski, Alice und Dirk Getschmann, Dirk Getschmann, Patricia Geyer, Ulric

Josef Gossenreiter, Jochum Gottfried, Charlotte Goulmy, Hanneke Graatsma, Elisabeth Grabher, Manuel Grados-Ramos, Margot Grados-Ramos, Christian Graf, Hans Peter Graf, Gerhard Grafeneder, Elisabeth Klara Grasl, Sabine Grau, Daniel Graumann, Gray Graziani, Markus Graßler, Friedemann Greiner, Andrew Grenzendorf, Gabriele Gress, Sabine G

Gruber, Bernhard Gruber, Manfred Gruhl, Ralf Gruhler, Christoph Grün, Mario Grünwald, Ulrich Grüttner, Karl Gräter, Birgit und Joachim Grötzinger, Franz Gugerell, Thomas Guggenberger, Silvia und Gotthold Gugler, Ernst Gugler, Hermann Gugler-Spitz, Hans Ulrich Gula, Ghanisham D. Gulati, Tobias Guller, Christian Gummerer, Michael Gummersb

Göhler, Anna Gölnitz, Maja Göpel, Josef Göppel, Anselm Görres, Günther Görsch, Ilse und Gerhard Götz, Leonhard Haaf, Eva und Günther Haag, Hans Haager, Volker Haak, Katharin und Friedrich Wilhelm Haake, Hans und Lothar Haake, Eva Haake-Heil, Anna-Brigitte Haars, Annette Haas, Dagmar und Dieter Haase, Ellinor Haase, Jürgen Haase, Mar

beck, Axel Hahn, Michael Hahn, Frank Hahnen, Norbert Hain, Gunter Halberstadt, Katie Halcrow, Wilhelm Haller, Doris Hamann, Otto Hamann, Torge Hamkens, Bernd Hamm, Erwin Hammer, Mathias Hammer, Walter Hampele, Ulrich Hampl, Peter und Birgit Handel, Peter Handel sen., Dennis Hankel, Rudolf-Christian Hanschitz, Armin J. Hanschitz

Hasenkamp, Niko Hassannia, Achim Hasselhoff, Dietrich Hassler, Andrea Hastrich, Johann Hauber, Michael Hauck, Ludwig Hauck, Gerald und Uschi Hauer, Volker Hauff, Sieglinde Haufl er, Günther und Gerda Haug, Ursula Haug, Gabriele Haug-Moritz, Bernd Hauken, Hans-Jürgen Hausch, Bohdan Hawrylyshyn, Meike Hebeler, Anton Hechenthaler

Heinrichsohn, Günter Heinz, Jürgen Heinz-Pommer, Roland Heinzel, Alfred Heinzel, Gerhard Bertram Heise, Michael Heisel, Lothar Heister, Paul Heister, Steffen Helbich, Nicole Helbock, Pia Helbock, Herbert Helle, Friedrich Hellenberg, Dirk Helwig, Sabine Hemker, Sven Hemme, Hazel Henderson, Wolfgang Heni, Eva Henke, Helene Henn, Michael H

Herr, David Herr, Sarah Herrlich, Stephan Herrmann, Raoul-Tarik Herrmann, Jürgen Herrmann, Hans-Günter Herrmann, Ilse Herrmann, Christoph Hertel, Reinhard Hertel, Barbara Hertner, Dieter Herz, Maria Herz, Manfred Herzl, Peter Hesse, Axel Hesse, Maria Hetzler-Roggatz, Alexander Heumann, Malte Heynen, J. Michael Heynen, Christian Hickin

dersin, Holger M. Hinkel, Friedhelm Hinz, Klaus Hipfi nger, Johannes Hippe, Tim Hippmann, René Hirsch, Jutta Hirscher, Hirschmann, Klaus Hiss, Rudolf Hitzer, Werner Hochstetter, Dominik Hoderlein, Sylvia Hoerenberg, Paul Hof, Doris Hofbauer, Christian Hofecker, Karl-Martin Hofeditz, Frits Hoff, Jürgen W. Hoffmann, Ingrid und Martin Hoffm

Holzhammer, Sigrun Hopfensperger, Michael Horbach, Anthony Horne, Thorsten Hornung, Klaus-Peter Hosfeld, Maria Hosfeld, Elmar Hotz, Gbehode Houngue, Geoffrey Howard, Maximilian Hoyer, Andreas Huber, Clemens Huber, Emanuel Huber, Franz Huber, Hedwig Huber, Josef A. Huber, Claudia Huber, Eike Hubertus, Elmar Hudde, Matthissa H

hofer, Iris Hüttner, Gunther Häckner, Klaus Häfner, Hubert Hämmerle, Thomas Häringer, Dieter Härthe, Hermann Häsemeyer, Hildegard Häußermann, Alexa Höber, Günter Hödl, Heinz Hödl, Ferdinand Höfelein, Heinz-Joachim Höfer, Valentin Höhn, Alexandra Höhn, Markus Höning, Norbert Höptner, Vittorio Hösle, C. Icheln, Albrecht Igogeit, Micha

Jacobs, Wolfgang Jacobsen, Dirk Jaeger, Elisabeth und Hans Jaeger, Michael Jahn, Ana Jakil , Bernd Jakobi, Martin Janata, Elisabeth Janca, Robert Jandl, Ursela Jansen, Hans Jürgen Jansen, Volker Jansen, Klaus Janssen, Helmut Janßen-Orth, Lorenz Jarass, Simon Jaspersen, Herbert Jaspert, Hans Jecklin-Speiser, Hermann Jehn, Karl Hermann Jellinek, 

Hubert Jäger, H. Jäger, Cornelia Jöbstl, Michael Jöde, Wahu Kaara , Stefan Kaduk, Christoph Kagerbauer, Gerhard Kaiser, Manfred Kaiser, Heinz Kaiser, Gertrud Kaiser, Gabriele Kaiser, Otto Kaletsch, Esko Kalimo, Frieda Kalina, Martin B. Kalinowski, Erich K. H. Kalkus, Dietmar Kalusche, Christine und Raimund Kamm, Andreas Kammerer, Günthe

Karl, Jörg-Walter Karl, Michael Karl, Marianne Karlin, Martin Karrer, Hilda Kasparek, Martin Kasper, Jennifer Kasper, Claus-Uwe und Petra Maria Kastl, Sven C. Katschnig, Johannes Kaup, Dieter Kause, Jürgen Kayser, Noara Kebir, Friedhelm Keil, Mathias Keim, Gottfried Keller, Emily Keller, Markus Kemmler, Barbara Kemner, Tobias Kemnitzer, C

Kessler, Martin Keulertz, Mike Keylock, Silvia Kiedl, Peter Kieffer, Dagi Kieffer, Gerhard Kientsch, Gernot Kiermayr, Karl Kilga, Andreas Kilian, Marika Kilius, Berthold Killait, Heinz Kimmerle, Johannes Kinmayer, Arnd Kippenberg, Edith und Gerd Kipper, Gerhard Kirchlinne, Hellmut Kirchner, Ingeborg und Wulf-Dieter Kirst, Rainer Kist, Josef K

Klempp, Gerald Klenk, Christine Klenovec, Olga und Nikolai Kleschnin, Ewald Kleyboldt, Ernst Klimmer, Michael Klinger, Katharina Klink, Annemarie Klix, Ekkehard Klix, Kerstin Kloss, Peter Klute, Adelheid Klämt, Anton Knapp, Martina Knappert-Hiese, Sebastian Knauer, Gerhard Kneib, Ronny A. Knepple, Petra Knieper, Gerhard Knies, Mark

Helmut Kohler, Rudolf Kohler, Manfred Kohlhase, Kristin Kohls, Claudia Koll, Milan Konecny, Annemarie Konrath, Manfred Kopf, Jürgen Kopfmüller, Dominik Kopp, Oliver Kopsch, Stefan Kornelius, Stefan Kornhäusl, Klaus Kornwachs, Karin Kortmann, Melissa Kostelecky, Alois Kothgasser, Karoline Kovac-Hinterleitner, Heinz-Paul Kovacic, Sabin

Kreuz, Eva und Klaus Kreuzer, Nina Kreyer, Heinrich Kribbel, Ivo Krieg, Ulrich Krieger, Gabrielle Kriessler, Friederike Krippner, Vijesh Krishna, Georg Krisper, Wulf und Ingeborg Krist, Peter T. Kroeger, Uwe Kroeker, Alexandra Kroll, Judith Krukenberg, Elga Krun Haaf, Georg Kruse , Elisabeth und Martin Kruse, Juliane Krüger, Meike Krüger, Susan

Franz Kusin, Hubert Kustermann, Gerhard Kutschera, Harald Kutzenberger, Jonas Kwaschik, Sabine Kühl, Matthias Kühler, Katja Kühn, Katrin Kühnel, Wolfgang Kühr, Dirk Kümmele, Ulrich Kümmerle, Anna Elisabeth Künzel, Jürgen Küpper, Ingrid und Rolf Kärmer, Angelika Kögel-Schauz, Alfred Köhler, Hartmut Köhler, Harald Köhler, Manuela Köh

Körner, Benjamin Körner, Marion Körner, Köster, Marius Köster, Gudrun und Dr. Hans La Roche, Friedrich Laatz, Du¿aine Ladejo, Charlotte Laigle, Emanuel Lampert, Michael Landau, Rolf Landes, Andreas Landl, Christl Landwehr, Alexander Lang, Dieter Lang, Claus Lang, Christian Lang, Manfred Lang, Ursula Lang, Claus Lang-Koetz, Wolfgang L

Lau, Johannes Laubrock, Marco Lauer, Christa Lauer, Daniel Laukamp, Helga Christine Laurinat, Gabriele Lauterbach, Christoph Lauterwasser, Wilfried Lavin, David Lawrence, Hans-Werner Lawrenz, Tamas Lax, Klaus und Elisabeth Lechner, Elisabeth Lechner, Thomas F.J. Lederer, Sieglinde Lefi n, Johann Lefi n, Burkhard Lege, Johannes Legien, Die

Karl-Heinz Leitner, Dietmar Leitner, Siegfried Leittretter, Ingrid Lempp, Tobias Lengsfeld, Ulrike Leopold-Wildburger, Hartmut Leps, Alina Lester, Rüdiger Leuchter, Charley Leunert, Johannes Leuthner, Christian Levzow, Jürgen Lewerenz, Walther Lichem, Barbara A. Lichtblau, Mathias Lichtblau, Alexander Lichtenberg, Till Liebau, Günter Liebe, An

schek, Shu-hsien Liu, Johanna Lixl, Diana Ljubic, Gaelle Logeay, Wolfgang Lohbeck, Jörg Lohmann, Joy Lohmann, Joachim Lohmann, Annemarie Loichen, Bernhard Lorentz, Wolfgang Lorenz, Robert Lorenz, Andreas Losert, Reinhard Loske, Carina Lottermoser, Claire Louiset, Walter Loy, Rasom Luca, Franz Luckinger, Ralf Ludewig, Helmut Luding

Bernd Maak, Jörg F. Maas, E. Maaß, Vladimir Machac, Rudolf Machherndl, Stefan Maciej, Ingo Mack, Paul Mackay, Andrea Maderbacher, Michael Madjera, Walter Maerkle, Rumel Mahmood, Andreas Mai, Sebastian Maier, Franz Maier, Irene Mair, Martin Mair, Roland Mairzuwiedrwegs, Sandra Maischberger, Klaus Majer, Efi m Malitikov, Ram Adh

Martin, Frank Martin, Klaudia Martini, Walter Marx, Wolfgang Maschek, Anna Mateju, Margarita Mathiopoulos, Veronika Mathis, Dietmar Matt, Werner Matuschek, Susanne Matz, Kristian Mau, Christian Mauch, Martin Mauch, Frank Mauer, Bastian Maukel, Hermann Maurer, Marcus Maurer, Ingo Maxeiner, Andreas May, Lothar Mayer, Rupert Mayer
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Achammer, Ignatius Chibuzo Achilefu, Gisela Ackermann, Eva-Maria Ackermann, Judith Adeniyi, Alexander Adolphs, Oliver Adria, Careca Akarue Aghogho, Tobias Ahlers, Josef Ahlke, Valentin Aich, Johann Aichberger, Christoph Aigner, Wael Al Saad, Thair Al-Hayali, Hans-Gerd Albers, Julian-G. Albert, 

Azhari, Joachim Baatz, Elnara Babayeva, Monika Bacher, Günther Bachmann, Otto Bachmann, Lutz Bachmayer, Prosper Bahaga, Christoph Bail, Angelika Bail, Jan David Bakker, Annegret Bakker, Alice Bakker-Osinga, Hakan Balci, Michael Baldauf, Günther Baldauf, Stephan Baldin, Klaus-Dieter Balke, Rolf 

d Bauer, Werner P. Bauer, Friedhelm Bauer, Eva Bauer, Gerald Bauer, Christine Bauer-Jelinek, Friedhelm Bauermann, Georg Bauhuber, Peter Baum, Stephan Baumert, Peter Baumgärtner, Karl Baumhauer, Waltraud Bayer, Dieter Bayer, Irmgard Bayer, Bernd Bayerlein, Thorsten Becher, Martin Beck , Kurt Beck, 

ainer Bender, Steffen Bender, Barbara Benedikt, Konrad Benze, C.Petra Berbeé, Senta Berger, Joachim Berger, Ralf Berger, Sabine Berger, Marcus Berggötz, Harald Bergmann, Mirijam Bergold, Stefanie Beringer, Julia Bernhart, Gitta Bernshausen, Sirin Bernshausen, Gerhard Berz, Bernhard Beschorner, Vera 

Birioukova-Dahms, Roman Bischinger, Anke Bischoff , Bernhard Blacher, Stephan Blachnik, Jost Blankenhagen, Sylvia Blaser, Stephan Blaser, Martin Engelbert Blasi, Lukas Blatt, Peter Blaurock, H.C. Blauwkuip, Klaus Blesenkemper, Klaus Bleyer, Karl-Hermann Blickle, Thomas Bliem, Stefan Matthias Blix, 

lte, Rais Neza Boneza, Michael Bonitz, Ingo S. Bonner, Leo Borchardt, Jürgen Borchert, Arnaud Bordet, Helge Bork, Rolf-Dieter Bork , Wiebke Bork, Belinda Borke, Kathrin Bornhäuser, Karin Borscheid, Heidi Borutta, Wolfgang Bosch, Elfriede Bosch, Jürgen Boshalt, Klaus Bosselmann, Stephan Botschen, 

ttschneider, Helga Breuninger, Andreas Breuss, Hiltrud Breyer, Dieter Bricke, Fritz Brickwedde, Ilja Briggs - Dunkel, Reinhard Brinkmann, Mieke und Hubert Brinkmann-Borgonjen, Melsene Brodersen, Charlotte Broek, Kay-Ulrich Bronk, Klaus Broschwitz, Karl-Heinz Brosig, Armin Brost, Marcel Bruckhoff, 

Wolfgang Brückner, Irene Brüske-Hohlfeld, Agnieszka Anna Brzezinska, Ralf Bräuchle, Frank Bsirske, Jürgen Bucher, Sandra Buchgraber, Ulrich Buchhauser, Frank Buchholzke, Katya Buchleitner, Sabine Buck, Paul Buckendahl, Edelgard Bulmahn, Andreas Bummel, Günther Burczyk, Roland A. Burger, Dieter 

ann, Simone Böhme, Hildegard Böhmer, Johannes Martin Böhmer, Jeanette Böhning, Rene Böll, Andreas Börner, Joy Anandi Börnsen, Alice Börst, Manfred Böttcher, Kurt Böttcher, Adolf Caesperlein, Diana Calvario, Leo Camenzind, Giampaolo Caneppele, Annemiek Canjels, Federico Cardona, Dale Carrico, 

nrad, Walter Conrad, Peter Coreth, Ivo Cré, Karlheinz Croissant, Paul J. Crutzen, Reinhard Crämer, Christian Cseh, Kate Cumminsg, Claudia Curschellas, Borbála Czakó, Hilde Czudnochowsky, J. Daniel Dahm, Hannes Dambacher, Bettina Damm, Thomas Damson, Steve Danesch, Uwe Daniel, J. Christopher 

Demirci, Rüdiger Denkers, Joachim Denkinger, Norbert Denninger-Liebkopf, Christa Dertnig, Guido Dessauer, Hermann Determeyer, Martin Dettinger-Klemm, Daniel Dettling, Gabriele Lauterbach und Ulrich Dettweiler, Achim Deuchert, Prince Devison, Ernst Dewitz, Alex Dezelske, Wolfgang Dhonau, Renate 

oblhammer, Christian Doblhammer, Dimitri Dobrowolny, Detlev Doherr, Désiré Dole, Christian Doll, Moritz Doll, Roland und Roswitha Dolzer, Hans Domcke, Frank Domnick, Florian Dorn, Dieter Dorny, Tomas Doucha, Johannes C. Draxler, Ulrich Martin Drescher, Bernd Dressel, Rosa und Erich Dressler, 

Peter Dürr, Dürten Holz u. Volker Tietge, Axel Dämgen, Corinna Dästner, Stephanie Dötzer, Travis Early, Juliette Ebélé, Klaus Ebeling, Michael Ebenhardt, Marion Ebenhardt, Jochem Eberhard, Guido Eberhard, Mark Eberhard, Günter Eberl, Manfred Eberle, Günther Ebner, Lina Maria Echeverri-Roeder, Gerd 

ichhorn, Hubertus Eicke, Tanja Eickholt, Bernd Eifl änder, Manfred Eigen, Peter Eigen, Karin Eigenthaler, Harald Einwaller, Theresia Eisel-Eiselsberg, Dagmar Eisenbach, D. und J. Eisenbach/Broomfi eld, Reinhart Eisenberg, Robert Eisenhuber, Riane Eisler, Martin Randolf Eisner, Gerhard Eissele, Udo Eitzen-

fmann, Frauke Engel, Diethard Engel, Maria Engel, Henriette und Jürgen Engel, Frank Engelbrecht, Torsten Engelbrecht, Jann Engelken, Günter Enke, Christina Ensslin, Jörg Erdmann, Zeki Ergas, Amalie Erhard, Philipp Erhardt, Dirk Erhardt, Christian Erk, Renée Ernst, Thomas Ernst, Horst Ertl, Gernot Ertl, 

Peter Henning Feindt, Robert Fejko, Miriam Fekkak, Mira Fels, Ina und Oliver Fendt, Niels Ferdinand, Edwin Ferger, Veronika Ferger, Peter Fernau, Bernhard Ferner, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, Hagen Fest, Josef Feuchtgruber, Carmen Feuchtner, Bernhard Feulberg, Christian Fiebig, Lukas Fiebig, Bernd Fiedler, 
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TOGETHER WE CAN DEVELOP SOLUTIONS FOR THE GLOBAL COMMONS

In a shrinking world, our opportunities are expanding.

Never before has humanity faced such serious problems. 
Through global economic integration, we are fast becoming a 
‘world without borders’. Yet the multilateral system we have 
developed over the past sixty years is breaking down because 
nation-states resist sharing their sovereignty and cooperating 
together more effectively. The strategies currently being 
pursued by our major global actors – the self-aggrandizing 
policies of nations, the shareholder-driven interests of trans-
national corporations and banks, and the biased rules of 
international institutions – are not adequately addressing the 
social, environmental and economic dimensions of globali-
zation. As a consequence, we now face enormous obstacles 
in fi nding pragmatic and sustainable solutions to bridge the 
growing divide between rich and poor and to address the 
problems of extreme climate change, while creating new 
incentives to keep the market economy strong. 

All of these challenges involve the global commons. 
Our international priorities today include:

• agreeing on a global plan of action guided by our spiritual, 
 ethical and cultural values

• making the world economy fairer

• dealing with climate change equitably

• creating a peaceful, sustainable and prosperous life on Earth

When referring to the global commons, many people think 
of the atmosphere and outer space, the Arctic and Antarctic, 
the oceans and seabeds, rivers and forests, natural resour-
ces and the gene pool of plants and human beings. But the 
commons is really much more than just ecology. The global 
commons actually pertains to all matters that transcend 
national boundaries and are, therefore, outside the limits of 
government control, market laws, and private ownership. 
The global commons thus encompasses all activities, rela-
tionships, and conditions that spill over national borders and 
involve matters of shared international concern. 

While responsibility and jurisdiction over the global com-
mons clearly belongs to the global public, the international 

community has not yet organized effectively to address these 
overarching interests. In many instances, these priorities have 
not even been identifi ed as global commons issues, although 
they are largely familiar. Cross-border issues include world 
hunger and malnutrition, water and sanitation, disease pre-
vention and health care, education and employment, global 
human rights and civil liberties, women’s and children’s 
rights, ethics and values, cultural arts and traditional heritage, 
international aid and income, global credit and debt, global 
business and production, science and population, climate and 
energy security, disarmament and peacekeeping, refugees and 
displaced persons, migration and traffi cking, international 
law and corporate responsibility, technology and patents, 
media and cyberspace, and more.  

The development of equitable global solutions to these 
challenges requires the application of ethical values, a com-
mitment to sustainable development, economic expertise 
and an entrepreneurial spirit, successful political strategies, 
an understanding of cultural diversity, and the participation 
of the people of the entire world. Armed with these tools, 
we must reach the political and economic opinion makers 
and the wider population, educating them through world-
wide campaigns and action programs about the global 
adjustments that are necessary.
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007

The facts are against the future of the world. 
Let’s speak in their favor.

The facts reveal the threatening circumstances now facing 
humanity:

• 30,000 children die every day from hunger, dirty water 
 and preventable diseases 

• 2.8 billion people, almost half of the world’s population, 
 live on less than $2 a day

• $104 billion in aid given by developed countries in 2006 
 was offset by $123 billion in interest payments from 
 developing countries 

• $1.2 trillion is spent annually on arms and weapons 
 systems

• the world’s four wealthiest people together are richer than 
 the poorest 1 billion people

• 40% of the world’s population owns over 94% of the 
 world’s wealth

• over 50 million people are refugees of war, hunger 
 and persecution 

• 200 animal and plant species die or disappear each day 
 

HUMANITY IS IN CRISIS
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Separation is the biggest threat to humanity.

Many problems do not express themselves linearly. They 
develop according to the exponential principle of mathe-
matics: the larger a quantity becomes, the faster it grows. 
Exponential rates of growth have affected – or are currently 
affecting – the money supply, fi nancial investment, debt, 
natural resource extraction, industrial output, food produc-
tion, consumption, armaments, AIDS and other infectious 
diseases, pollution, the human ecological footprint, and 
biodiversity loss. Despite the exponential progression of 
these problems, political and economic decision-makers 
often think in restricted timeframes, developing linear 
solutions that anticipate linear outcomes.

SHORT-TERM THINKING 
CANNOT SOLVE EXPONENTIAL PROBLEMS
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Governments legitimize themselves within sovereign natio-
nal boundaries. Many nations are now democracies, where 
politicians prove their worth by campaigning for offi ce, 
serving a term, and seeking reelection. Elected government 
leaders thus have a vested interest in addressing issues of 
short duration. 

Businesses are driven by the gains of profi t, interest, and 
stock value. This, too, encourages short-term thinking. Sub-
ject to the same market forces as global corporations, media 
companies reinforce limited, short-range viewpoints in the 
public through their brief coverage of news stories. 

Civil society organizations, often referred to as non-govern-
mental organizations, typically focus on a single issue, are 
often locally or nationally oriented, and frequently compete 
with one another for fi nancing from governments, businesses 
and private donors. Thus, in many ways, they are also char-
acterized by short-term thinking.
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No law in the world can protect us from unfairness.

The protean contradictions now tearing global society 
apart cannot be dismissed as post-modern ironies. The free 
market economy could ultimately become the most effi cient 
mechanism ever devised for redistributing wealth and 
ensuring social equity, but it is far from that today. Instead, 
political and fi nancial interests – to consolidate wealth and 
to wage class warfare on the poor – manipulate the market-
place for personal gain and power. 

These inequalities in material resources parallel the imba-
lanced distribution of power in world politics. A minority of 
the world’s richest countries makes decisions for the entire 
world, whether through the G8, the UN Security Council, 
the IMF or the World Bank. This economic asymmetry is 
reinforced through the cultural dominance of the wealthier 
over the poorer and more vulnerable nations of the world.

The global climate and ecological crises are the result of 
similar human choices. Since these problems are manmade,
they must also be solved through our global rules and insti-
tutions. But, like poverty and unequal power, environmental 
degradation is largely permitted and defended by our nation-
al legal systems. It is, therefore, the responsibility of the 
world community to transform the way we treat the global 
commons and integrate all these unjust ‘externalities’ –
economic, political, social, cultural, and environmental – 
into the price of goods and the value of our currencies.
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OUR WORST CRIMES ARE LEGALIZED
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WE CAN CHANGE THE SYSTEM!

Le
ag

as
 D

el
an

ey
 H

am
b

ur
g

K
un

d
e 

 
G

lo
b

al
 M

ar
sh

al
l P

la
n 

D
at

um
 

17
.0

9.
20

07
 

P
ro

je
kt

 
12

_G
M

P
_B

ro
sc

hü
re

_e
ng

l
Fo

rm
at

 
27

9 
x 

21
0 

m
m

 
P

ro
d

uk
t 

_ 
A

us
d

ru
ck

 
00

1
Jo

b
-N

r. 
G

M
P

06
-0

05
-0

7 
M

ed
iu

m
 

B
ro

sc
hü

re
 

D
U

-T
er

m
in

 
18

.0
9.

20
07

C
YA

N
 

M
A

G
E

N
TA

 
Y

E
LL

O
W

 
B

LA
C

K

Le
ag

as
 D

el
an

ey
 d

efi
 n

ie
rt

 k
ei

ne
 Ü

b
er

fü
llu

ng
en

 in
 R

ei
nz

ei
ch

nu
ng

sd
ok

um
en

te
n,

d
ie

se
 s

in
d

 v
on

 d
er

 L
ith

o/
D

ru
ck

 a
nz

ul
eg

en
 u

nd
 z

u 
üb

er
p

rü
fe

n.

12_GMP30600_BROSCHUeRE_Engl.indd1   112_GMP30600_BROSCHUeRE_Engl.indd1   1 18.09.2007   12:30:29 Uhr18.09.2007   12:30:29 Uhr



013

Old habits rule the world. 
It’s time to shift the balance of power.

A different world is possible. To accomplish such a transfor-
mation, we must break with old habits and defy the opinion 
makers about what is and is not possible. This takes authen-
tic global vision, a consciousness that goes far beyond the 
economic dictates of globalization. We, the citizens of this 
planet, must become aware of our responsibility and bring 
together our combined wisdom to develop a new ethical 
foundation and a new economic system for world society.

In a collective plan of action, for example, the citizens of 
the world could agree to equal rights for carbon dioxide 
emissions per capita. This would mean that no individual or 
organization would be permitted to pollute more than others 
without paying a commensurate penalty. Such a powerful 
vision of climate justice could mobilize millions of people 
worldwide. 

Today, national governments and multinational corporations 
are encroaching on the global commons and angling for 
new ways of controlling or privatizing international public 
domains which do not belong to them, legally or morally. 
These domains belong collectively to humankind, to whom 
governments and markets – however important and neces-
sary – are secondary functions. Global citizens, therefore, 
must organize and assert their right to make equitable 
decisions on behalf of the global commons.

Mary Wollstonecraft’s call for equal rights for women in 
1792 and Martin Luther King’s vision of equal rights for 
blacks and whites in 1955 must have sounded just as utopi-
an to people in their times as the call today for equal rights 
on the global commons. Yet history shows that the direct 
actions of citizens for social justice have brought about 

numerous advancements to make our world more civilized 
– and global justice is no different.

Together with representatives from politics, economics, 
science and the media, we can use the technologies of 
modern communications to network and disseminate this 
program for global justice on an international basis. A com-
prehensive plan for the global commons must involve all 
constituencies – governments, businesses, and civil society 
organizations. In this way, we can meet the exponential-
ly growing problems of our time through our united and 
focused action.
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Effi ciency in communication is a matter of simplifi cation.

We need to design a common communication strategy that 
creates awareness among the global population. A good 
way to do this is to use the principal of resolution, or the 
agreement of opposing people or ideas.

To accomplish this, the message sender, “save-the-world-
nowˮ, will share its logo and motto with other organiza-
tions.  The motto would be translated differently within 
different cultures, integrated by the participating organiza-
tions and groups into their individual messages according 
to specifi c circumstances.

To ensure higher self-esteem and greater impact on the part 
of the recipients of messages, national campaigns need to 
target their own messages, but they also need to be integra-
ted through the common campaign theme, which ensures 
that all of the national campaigns are working toward the 
same goal. 

The Hamburg advertising agency Leagas Delaney has 
formulated a symbolic way of diminishing self-interested 
motivations and heightening social consciousness.

Two people who are opponents in real life are shown toge-
ther. They might be opponents from the world of sports, 
business, faith, culture, etc. Through their joint statement, 
“There can only be one opinion: Save the world now,ˮ they 
subordinate their own self-interest and vanities and demon-
strate social solidarity.

A website has been created for this campaign, which will 
start in Germany in December 2007 and may be conducted 
in more countries. More information is available at 
www.save-the-world-now.org. Current themes will soon 
be available for download. 

RIGHT COMMUNICATION
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Through the consciousness of shared values, 
our differences lead to consensus.

We are all part of a larger human family, a worldwide 
community characterized by a glorious diversity of cultural 
traditions, societal structures and natural wonders. But 
this interdependence is only half-realized. Our global 
community, which has become so highly interconnected 
through economics and technology, must also be grounded 
in common global values and a world ethos. If spirituality, 
ethics and values do not provide guidance for our economic 
rules and institutions, we will continue to move blindly 
into the future. And without a fi rm foundation in common 
values, the process of globalization may very likely lead 
world society down the slippery slope to mass chaos and 
wanton destruction.
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COMMON GLOBAL VALUES
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‘CONVENTION ON THE GLOBAL COMMONS’ IN BRIEF
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A central concern needs a common platform.

The actions of countless people demonstrate that another 
world is possible. The list of successful campaigners for 
the global commons includes Muhammad Yunus, who is 
helping to lead Bangladesh out of extreme poverty with 
his program of microloans; Vandana Shiva, who is fi ghting 
brilliantly in India for patent rights; the German Hans Küng, 
who has developed the concept of a shared world ethos; 
Al Gore, who is making Americans more aware of global 
warming; Wangari Maathai, who is reforesting the deserts 
of Kenya; and Amartya Sen of India, who has developed 
principles for an alternative economic system.

There are also many worthwhile mass initiatives such as the 
United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, 
Agenda 21, Earth Charter, CIVICUS, Global Call to Action 
Against Poverty, One Campaign, World Ethos, Helsinki Pro-
cess, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, World 
Social Forum, Network of Spiritual Progressives, Globaliza-
tion for the Common Good, and many, many more. 

Building on the work of these organizations and others, we 
present the fi rst draft of a global action plan. This plan will 
provide the initial impetus for a multistakeholder consulta-
tion process, through which we expect eventually to contact 
thousands of individuals and organizations which are already

focused on a particular aspect of the global commons. Our 
text addresses many complex issues, for each of which there 
are no doubt thousands of experts. We are also seeking the 
expression and understanding of many more perspectives as 
the basis for the development of possible courses of action. 
Consequently, this draft is a work in progress – an introduc-
tory proposal for a Convention on the Global Commons. It 
is based on what has been learned from the work of many 
people who have thought about and worked on these issues, 
and it will continue to grow with time. 

The text is divided into the following sections: 
 
Spirituality, Ethics and Values
Whether or not we consider ourselves spiritual, we can all 
agree that the universal principles of compassion, trust, co-
operation, equity, generosity, sharing, nonviolence, and peace
are needed at the international level. For these ethics and 
values to be infused into the rules and institutions of the in-
ternational system, they must fi rst be honored and practiced 
in our everyday relationships. Global transformation is not 
possible unless our daily interactions are based on the kind 
of deep mutual recognition and connectedness that honors 
and validates the sacredness, dignity, and worth of other 
persons as human beings.

Fulfi ll the UN Millennium Goals by 2015 
The United Nations Millennium Development Goals were 
signed by 189 nations in 2000. The eradication of extreme 
poverty and hunger, the achievement of universal primary 
education, as well as the development of an equitable global 
partnership for development are a few of the goals. In late 
2007, halfway to the target date, the world community has 
fallen behind schedule in meeting many of these standards, 
primarily because of a lack of funds. But the implementa-
tion of the Millennium Goals remains an important step in 
ending extreme poverty, creating sustainable development, 
and arriving at a more just world order. 

Protect Natural and Cultural Environments 
Clean air, water, food, and diversity (biological as well as 
cultural) are the fundamental requirements for human life 
and the fl ourishing of cultures on Earth. The unequal access 
to natural resources and the increasing hegemony of monoli-
thic western culture leads to confl icts that threaten security 
in every region of the world. The protection of natural and 
cultural environments and more equitable access to natural 
resources for all people must be guaranteed through approp-
riate treaties and enforcement mechanisms.
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Restructure the World Economic System 
To restructure economic globalization we need a coherent 
framework for the world economy. Our world economic 
system must ensure cultural diversity, the preservation of 
our natural environment, and prosperity for all people – 
goals whose achievement we believe is best served by 
market mechanisms which follow equitable principles and 
values. To this end, structural reforms are necessary, such 
as improving access to markets for developing countries 
(especially the agricultural sector), creating international 
rules on competition, closing tax havens, fi ghting corruption, 
regulating hedge funds and derivatives, and introducing an 
international bankruptcy process. 
 
Improve Governance at Every Level
Developed nations must restructure their resource-intensive 
economic practices to help developing countries fully re-
alize their potential to develop following their own pathways 
and interests, while maintaining good governance. At the 
global level, we need to create a better framework for the 
international economy through reforms that connect and 
expand existing international policies and institutions (e.g. 
United Nations and its programs, the World Bank, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, and World Trade Organization). The 
decision-making process at this level must become more 

democratic and transparent, which means that developing 
countries must participate as equal partners and that civil 
society must also be given much more direct input and 
oversight.

Link Global Financing with Global Standards 
New means of global fi nancing must also be created, with 
the condition that wealthy countries agree to structural 
changes in the world economy while developing coun-
tries initiate needed reforms for their own development. 
Financing will be linked to compliance with agreed upon 
standards, such as human rights, international environ-
mental treaties and the basic standards of the International 
Labor Organization (ILO). This follows the example of the 
European Union, which in its expansion process linked the 
fl ow of fi nances from richer to poorer lands with social, 
ecological and political reforms in the impoverished nations, 
as well as the opening of markets and decision-making pro-
cesses in the wealthier nations. Possible mechanisms of 
fi nancing are taxes on currency transactions, a fee on the 
use of resources, the trading of CO2 emission credits, and 
an expansion of the Special Drawing Rights of the IMF. 

Realize Human and Social Potentials
Political will and suffi cient fi nancing are necessary but 
not suffi cient in creating real global change. Because the 
many paths that development can take are infl uenced by 
our different traditions and cultures, the principles of self-
help and trust in the power of the individual are essential. 
Muhammad Yunus’ program of micro credit loans is a good 
example. Successful development requires people to take 
charge of their own development. It also requires universal 
education, better coordination of different development 
efforts, and strengthening of the role of women. 
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 A PROJECT OF HOPE: 
              THE GLOBAL MARSHALL PLAN INITIATIVE
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Complexity requires clear targets for action.

In Germany and Austria in 2003, a citizens’ initiative form-
ed under the name Global Marshall Plan with the goal of 
creating a global network of civic organizations. The title of 
this project was selected intentionally as an invitation to
the citizens of the United States to join and participate in
this movement. In the past four years, the activities of the
Global Marshall Plan Initiative have grown in several 
countries and continents, particularly in the United States 
and Canada.

The name ‘Global Marshall Plan’ has popular resonance 
in Western Europe and the US, where appreciation for the 
original Marshall Plan (America’s relief effort for Europe 
from 1948-51) is still strong. But in other parts of the world, 
historical associations with this name are not as compelling. 
Some regard the Marshall Plan analogy as an example, not 
of international generosity and cooperation, but of national 
self-interest. The varying reactions to the title serve to 
remind us that no single nation or bloc of nations can 
legitimately initiate the kind of global action program that 
is so vitally needed today. And we all recognize that a major 
international effort for sustainable development can only 
be undertaken on a collective basis. 

Therefore, we have chosen to call this global action plan 
Convention on the Global Commons, although it may be 
referred to by other names according to regional or cultural 
preferences and previous organizational commitments. But 
we believe that this title holds the right vision, carries the 
right meaning, and offers great organizing potential as an 

action plan that is truly global in scope. Convention on the 
Global Commons implicitly acknowledges the prior unity 
of humankind, the borderless nature of our problems today, 
and the need to declare our sovereignty as global citizens.

As a program for global action, Convention on the Global 
Commons seeks to become an integrative platform in politics, 
economics, civil society, science, religious communities, and 
the media that will enable people from all areas of the world 
to work together through new forms of cooperation. The goal 
of these cooperative efforts is the development of ‘win-win’ 
solutions for a more just and sustainable multilateral system 
that moves us beyond the inherent limitations of the present 
bilateral policies of government and the self-maximizing 
activities of market forces.

The central concern of this initiative is joining together an 
engaged partnership for sustainable development with the 
establishment of a just policy framework for the global eco-
nomy – an eco-social market economy – for the betterment 
of everyone. We believe that equitable opportunities for 
development and equitable global competition will create an 
effective strategy for North-South and East-West, and help 
overcome the undesirable aspects of economic globalization 
as well as confl icts in international political relations. As 
humanity unites toward a common global goal, we antici-
pate the appearance and articulation of new and enlightened 
strategies capable of carrying us forward together, while 
honoring individual initiative and expression.
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PROPOSAL FOR A 
        WORLDWIDE CONSULTATION PROCESS
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A better world already exists in our minds.

We intend this preliminary text to generate discussion and 
invite you to use your experience, thoughts, and know-how 
to further shape this global action plan. We are vitally inte-
rested in your feedback and further refl ections on the issues 
that are raised here and are allotting a period of time for 
dialogue and response. All suggestions that are made through 
the website www.save-the-world-now.org will be taken 
into consideration in the creation of a second draft for the 
Convention on the Global Commons. 

We also plan to launch a major multistakeholder consultation 
process on December 6, 2007, expanding this discussion be-
yond the present stage. This Wiki-based, interactive website, 
currently under construction, will open the dialogue and 
feedback process to a much larger number of individuals 

and organizations in 2008-2009, inviting a wider circle of 
input for the modifi cation of the text.

The fi nal result of this consultation round will be made 
public at a major conference of international stakeholders 
in early 2010, where consensus on a fi nal action plan will 
be completed and announced. This action plan will then 
be executed step-by-step through coordinated worldwide 
activities in accordance with agreed upon implementation 
and communication strategies. 

A panel of eminent persons of international stature will mo-
derate the content of the global action plan. For the different 
chapters of the 2010 document, this panel will select teams 
of experts who will oversee and ensure the transparency of 
the discussion process, following democratic protocols for 
interaction. This panel of eminent persons will be expected 

to resolve disputes over the text and also contribute their 
political and economic wisdom to the endeavor.

The coordination team of the Global Marshall Plan Initia-
tive will facilitate the organization of the multistakeholder 
consultation activities. Serving as the Secretariat for the 
Convention on the Global Commons, this team will coor-
dinate the circle of supporting organizations and experts 
and ensure that new and revised iterations of the text are 
available on the consultation website and updated on a week-
ly basis. All changes to the text will be documented and 
made apparent to everyone through the website. Parallel to 
the continuing development of the action plan, a database of 
relevant information and background material will also be 
available on the website. Technical support for the consulta-
tion process will also be provided by the Centre for Global 
Negotiations, based in the United States and Canada.
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The Global Marshall Plan Foundation will provide fi nancial 
support for the multistakeholder consultation process. Foun-
ded in Hamburg in 2003 as a nonprofi t foundation, the
agency accepts tax-deductible contributions in Germany. 
Its funding comes from donations by private individuals 
and will provide the start-up funds for consultation activi-
ties. In the USA and Canada, donations for this work can 
also be made to the Centre for Global Negotiations. 

To support a virtual consultation process without actual 
meetings, as well as the fi nal conference of international 
representatives in 2010, we will need to raise at least 1 
million Euros over the next four years. If additional funds 
become available, it will be possible to optimize the consul-
tation process through regional conferences. Revenue from 
donations, as well as costs associated with the consultation 
process, may be reviewed at the consultation website. 

The international public relations agency Leagas Delaney 
will handle media and communication operations pro bono. 
Their responsibilities include publicizing the results of 
the consultation process, developing communication and 
campaign strategies, and integrating the advice of other 
communication experts. This valuable contribution to the 
work is greatly appreciated.

We all know how diffi cult it is to unite different interests, 
overcome egoism, tear down walls, and build bridges. 
However, history testifi es to the changes brought about by 
engaged citizens. Especially now, when the challenges are 
global and the solutions complex, it is in our best interests 
to work together to develop this global action plan and to 
accomplish the goals that it sets forth. As catalysts in this 
process, we at Convention on the Global Commons will 
do our best to coordinate the knowledge of the countless 

engaged organizations and experts, who are really the ones 
who will be generating the major achievements. We can 
only be successful to the extent that we give ownership of 
the process to our stakeholders. To this end, we understand 
our role as servants of the servants.  

Hamburg, September 2007

Frithjof Finkbeiner 
International Coordinator,
Global Marshall Plan Initiative

Chairman, Global Marshall Plan 
Foundation  

Member Club of Rome

James B. Quilligan
Coordinator, Global Marshall Plan
Initiative-USA

Director, Centre for Global Negotiations / 
Brand 21 Forum
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CONSULTATION DRAFT FOR A COMMON ACTION PLAN
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among markets, people and ideas than ever before. Yet there 
are also deeper divisions globally and within societies – 
between North and South, rich and poor, the powerful and 
powerless – than ever before.

Global income distribution provides a telling story. 94% of 
world income goes to 40% of the global population, while 
60% of the world’s people live on only 6% of world income.  
Each day, more than 1.2 billion people – one in every fi ve 
on Earth – survive on less than US$1 a day – a majority of 
them women and children. Every day, 16,000 children die 
of hunger and malnutrition.  Added to this social injustice is 
an equally unfair imbalance in global power politics. Only 
a minority of the world’s rich countries have a say in the 
global decision-making processes – whether in the G8, the 
UN Security Council, the International Monetary Fund or 
the World Bank. 

The fact that rich countries that derive the greatest benefi t 
from undemocratic global structures argue for spreading 
democracy throughout the world reduces the illusion of 
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INTRODUCTION

Two decades of rapid global economic integration have 
brought increased innovation, productivity, and fi nancial 
growth to the world. But globalization is marked by extreme 
contrasts. There are now more linkages and interconnections 

global democracy to absurdity. This economic and political 
injustice is compounded by the cultural hegemony of those 
same rich and powerful countries. Many perceive the 
‘standard’ Western culture, which is transported to virtually 
every corner of the globe, as a signifi cant threat to their own 
unique cultures and traditions.

Furthermore, current worldwide production and consumption 
by the minority of rich countries have strong, devastating 
effects on the ecosystem that supports every human life 
on earth – climate change being a dramatic example. As 
other countries like China, India, and Brazil try to follow 
the example of the rich nations, the pressure on global eco-
systems multiplies. Environmental degradation also has a 
strong intertemporal dimension, since it affects both today’s 
and future generations.

This is no formula for peace. And it is obvious that in our 
globalized world, turmoil in one region can spread rapidly 
to others through war, terrorism, armed confl ict, and the 
pressures of migration, environmental degradation or disease.

025

Le
ag

as
 D

el
an

ey
 H

am
b

ur
g

K
un

d
e 

 
G

lo
b

al
 M

ar
sh

al
l P

la
n 

D
at

um
 

17
.0

9.
20

07
 

P
ro

je
kt

 
25

_G
M

P
_B

ro
sc

hü
re

_e
ng

l
Fo

rm
at

 
27

9 
x 

21
0 

m
m

 
P

ro
d

uk
t 

_ 
A

us
d

ru
ck

 
00

1
Jo

b
-N

r. 
G

M
P

06
-0

05
-0

7 
M

ed
iu

m
 

B
ro

sc
hü

re
 

D
U

-T
er

m
in

 
18

.0
9.

20
07

C
YA

N
 

M
A

G
E

N
TA

 
Y

E
LL

O
W

 
B

LA
C

K

Le
ag

as
 D

el
an

ey
 d

efi
 n

ie
rt

 k
ei

ne
 Ü

b
er

fü
llu

ng
en

 in
 R

ei
nz

ei
ch

nu
ng

sd
ok

um
en

te
n,

d
ie

se
 s

in
d

 v
on

 d
er

 L
ith

o/
D

ru
ck

 a
nz

ul
eg

en
 u

nd
 z

u 
üb

er
p

rü
fe

n.

25_GMP30600_BROSCHUeRE_Engl.indd1   125_GMP30600_BROSCHUeRE_Engl.indd1   1 18.09.2007   14:18:18 Uhr18.09.2007   14:18:18 Uhr



for example, that global poverty and climate change are 
man-made and do not belong to human civilization in its 
highest potentialities and deepest wisdom, as we are often 
reminded through the world’s various religious traditions, 
global ethics and common values, which emphasize the 
importance of universal justice, sharing and peace. Yet these 
values and aspirations for a better world remain scattered 
ideals unless they are deeply focused in individual aware-
ness, directly expressed through our personal relationships, 
and unambiguously infused into the collective rules and 
institutions that govern globalization. 

In this context, the special importance of spirituality lies in 
its potential to become a center of reference outside of the 
current system of globalization – thus providing us with 
the power to overcome and transform the unfair rules that 
presently govern the global marketplace. 

Another world is possible – but only if we break with bus-
iness as usual and realize our power to alter the structures that 
imprison us. In spiritual terms, this transformation begins by 
realizing the unity of all beings and experiencing each person 
as an embodiment of the sacred or divine. In secular terms, 
it begins in recognizing the fundamental value of people for 
who they are, and not what they can do for us. Whether we 
consider ourselves spiritual or not is not the issue: 
we all understand that human goodness, caring for others, 
generosity and sharing are vitally missing in today’s world 
and how necessary it is that each of us generates love, trust 
and cooperation with other human beings, whether they are 
standing next to us or on the other side of the globe.
 

JOIN TOGETHER TO MAKE ANOTHER 
WORLD POSSIBLE

Social change is grounded in personal transformation, as 
Mahatma Gandhi reminds us in his timeless call to action: 
be the change you want to see in the world. So let us take 
the fi rst step on this journey of global change by declaring 
our responsibility to one another, to the greater community 
of life and to future generations. 

Let us create a world
                    ... with deep respect before nature
                    ... at peace between cultures and religions
                    ... in which prosperity is widely shared
                    ... where solidarity is a reality within societies
and in which every human being is free to realize his or her 
highest potential. Let us stand in this light and transform 
reality. Let us overcome our cognitive barriers and build 
powerful new alliances. Let us join together now and focus 
our energy on a common action plan for a better world.

COMMON ACTION PLAN

We need to create a global regime and institutional framework 
based on the universal norms of social justice, generosity, 
equality, and love that fl ow from human civilization as a 
functioning whole – an inclusive design that establishes bind-
ing links among the many dimensions of peace, security, 
development, and the environment. 
The process of globalization needs to be regulated similar to 
the way that communities, cities and regions agreed to form 
the nation-state in earlier times – through a better interlinking 
of existing global conventions and institutions as well as through 
a new set of standards which are based on our common values, 
and geared to produce greater prosperity, social harmony, 
cultural balance, a healthy environment, stable infrastructure, 
and fair access to global resources. 
We also need to ensure that these benefi ts reach all local com-
munities, creating open societies and open economies through 
an equal exchange of goods and services, ideas, and knowl-
edge. All this to allow people to live free from fear and want, 
with the opportunity to develop their full personal and social 
potentials in a creative and supporting environment.

To this end, we see six essential directions for action:
(1) Fulfi lling the Millennium Development Goals
(2) Protecting our Common Global Resources
(3) Restructuring Global Economic Rules & Institutions
(4) Establishing New Forms of Governance
(5) Multilateral Financing for the Implementation of Inter-
national Standards
(6) Realizing Human and Social Potentials

GLOBAL SPIRITUALITY, ETHICS AND 
VALUES

If we step back a moment from this precarious situation, we 
also see another reality: that in the midst of our magnifi cent 
diversity of cultures and life forms, we are one human family 
and one Earth community with a common destiny. This global 
community that is so well connected by trade and technology 
must now be guided by the global ethics of compassion, 
justice and cooperation – not only because these principles 
seem inherently right to us, but because they are our only 
means of saving a planet that is severely threatened by the 
mounting social tensions between its haves and have-nots, 
the ravages of climate change and ecological destruction, the 
increasing regional confl icts over resources such as oil and 
water, and the ever-present possibilities of nuclear warfare.

In the venerable precept, “do not do unto others what you 
would not have them do unto you”, we fi nd a moral and 
ethical code common to most cultures and religions of the 
world. This Golden Rule speaks to us of justice, fairness, 
and equal opportunities. The Earth Charter, the Parliament 
of the World Religions, and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Responsibilities by the InterAction Council provide 
further ethical foundations for a global society based on 
respect for nature, universal human rights (including equal 
rights between men and women), economic justice and 
solidarity, and a culture of peace. 
But we also know that under the world’s present economic 
conditions, where self-interest does not lead to the maxim-
ization of the global public good, individuals face systemic 
barriers and disadvantages in attempting to follow these 
high principals. Every day we see how the ethics of global 
justice, cooperation and peace are thwarted by a variety of 
entrenched and competing factors – from autarchy and 
terrorism, market fundamentalism and corporate domination, 
to national security claims and bilateral gamesmanship.

Growing numbers of people are realizing that these 
repressive conditions are self-created and maintained by 
humankind through its social, political and economic rules 
and institutions and the various ideologies that are crafted to 
rationalize the status quo. It is widely acknowledged now, 

026

Le
ag

as
 D

el
an

ey
 H

am
b

ur
g

K
un

d
e 

 
G

lo
b

al
 M

ar
sh

al
l P

la
n 

D
at

um
 

17
.0

9.
20

07
 

P
ro

je
kt

 
26

_G
M

P
_B

ro
sc

hü
re

_e
ng

l
Fo

rm
at

 
27

9 
x 

21
0 

m
m

 
P

ro
d

uk
t 

_ 
A

us
d

ru
ck

 
00

1
Jo

b
-N

r. 
G

M
P

06
-0

05
-0

7 
M

ed
iu

m
 

B
ro

sc
hü

re
 

D
U

-T
er

m
in

 
18

.0
9.

20
07

C
YA

N
 

M
A

G
E

N
TA

 
Y

E
LL

O
W

 
B

LA
C

K

Le
ag

as
 D

el
an

ey
 d

efi
 n

ie
rt

 k
ei

ne
 Ü

b
er

fü
llu

ng
en

 in
 R

ei
nz

ei
ch

nu
ng

sd
ok

um
en

te
n,

d
ie

se
 s

in
d

 v
on

 d
er

 L
ith

o/
D

ru
ck

 a
nz

ul
eg

en
 u

nd
 z

u 
üb

er
p

rü
fe

n.

26_GMP30600_BROSCHUeRE_Engl.indd1   126_GMP30600_BROSCHUeRE_Engl.indd1   1 18.09.2007   14:15:04 Uhr18.09.2007   14:15:04 Uhr



The Millennium Development Goals are an important starter. 
However, in the long term, we must envision even more 
comprehensive goals. For example the ultimate objective 
must not be to halve poverty and hunger, or to halt the spread 
of HIV/Aids, but to totally eradicate it.

2. PROTECTING OUR COMMON GLOBAL   
    RESOURCES

Natural resources provide the basics of human existence: 
clean air, predictable climate, water, food, and biological 
diversity. The unfair allocation and distribution of these 
resources is leading to increased tensions and emerging 
confl icts. Wars for resources such as oil or water are a 
severe threat to security and stability – eventually touching 
upon all regions of the world. Our cultural heritage, another 
vital resource which provides the potential for creation, 
innovation, and social expression, is also under stress. 

Climate Change

Tackling the causes of climate change is a matter of survival 
as well as global justice. The reports of the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (2007), the Stern Review 
(2006) and many other recent studies have provided 
convincing evidence of the reality of climate change and 
also of its economic costs, which could reach 20% of annual 
GDP in the coming years. People living in the world’s poorest 
countries – who did not contribute to cause the climate 
problem, and who are the least prepared to deal with its 
consequences because they rely heavily on natural resources 
– are already the most affected by climate change, especially 
changing weather patterns, fl ooding, droughts, deforestation, 
desertifi cation, and rising sea levels.

Due to the inertia of the Earth’s climate system, climate 
change can no longer be prevented entirely. However, it is 
still possible to stabilize the CO2 concentration in the at-
mosphere and thus prevent the most severe changes so that 
ecosystems are able to adapt naturally to climate change, 
food production is not threatened and economic development 

1. FULFILLING THE MILLENNIUM 
    DEVELOPMENT GOALS

We are the fi rst generation in history that can truly end poverty. 
Hunger in the world is no longer a physical problem of 
lack of resources – but a political problem of lack of will to 
distribute our resources more equitably.

In September 2000, the Heads of State and Government of 
189 countries signed the UN Millennium Declaration that 
committed them to fi ght against global poverty and depriva-
tion. Together with many international organizations, they 
agreed to make progress on eight measurable objectives 
– known as the Millennium Development Goals – by 2015. 

These are:
Goal 1:  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by half
Goal 2:  Achieve universal primary education 
Goal 3:  Promote gender equality and empower women
Goal 4:  Reduce child mortality
Goal 5:  Improve maternal health
Goal 6:  Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Goal 7:  Ensure environmental sustainability
Goal 8:  Develop a global partnership for development

In 2007, midway to their target date, implementation of the 
Millennium Development Goals is far behind schedule in 
many countries. Indeed, for some countries, particularly in 
sub-Saharan Africa, several of these goals seem out of reach.
While goals 1 through 7 refer to the slowing and reversal of 
poverty, hunger, and disease, goal 8 explicitly recognizes 
that all the other seven goals can be achieved only through 
more formal means of cooperation. 
In this new global partnership, the primary responsibility of 
poor nations is to ensure greater accountability to their 
citizens and the effi cient use of resources. However, for poor 
countries to achieve the fi rst seven goals, it is also critical 
that wealthier countries deliver on their end of the bargain 
– through more and more effective aid and cooperation,
alternative sources of multilateral fi nancing, sustainable 
debt relief, and fairer trade and fi nancial rules. We must all 
pursue this kind of ‘global deal’ to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals and reach beyond.

is able to proceed in a sustainable manner. In order to avert 
dangerous climatic changes, global warming should not ex-
ceed a maximum deviation of 2°C relative to pre-industrial 
values and Earth’s long-term mean warming rate should 
not exceed 0.2°C per decade. This requires the CO2 concen-
tration in the atmosphere to stabilize below 450 ppm. That 
will only be possible if global greenhouse gas emissions 
are reduced by at least 50% from 1990 levels by 2050, with 
industrialized countries decreasing their greenhouse gas 
emissions at least 30% by 2020.

Such aims must be reached through an equitable global 
climate regime that continues the efforts of the Kyoto 
Protocol under the umbrella of the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). At the 
heart of this regime could be a cap-and-trade philosophy, 
which stems from the concept of climate justice and has 
been termed contraction and convergence. The idea is to put 
a cap on total global emissions and continually reduce the 
global cap over the years (until 2050, for example) until 
the cap level is reduced to a targeted sustainable threshold. 
This means that global greenhouse gas emissions – from
industrial production and consumption to land, sea and air 
traffi c – would decrease substantially over the long term 
(contraction). Emission allocation would start from the 
status quo and gradually reach an equal per-capita basis 
(convergence). In practical terms, this means that the 
per-capita emissions of industrialized countries, which are 
comparatively much higher at present, will be decreased 
signifi cantly, while most developing countries may initially 
increase their per-capita emissions.

A substantial fund for the compensation of climate damage 
should be set up from 2012 onwards. Contributions of 
individual states to this fund should be based on their relative 
contributions to global warming in terms of cumulative 
emissions. The conservation of natural carbon stocks and 
sinks situated in developing countries (particularly tropical 
forests) should also be compensated by richer countries 
through fi nancial assistance and subsidies, a possibility 
recently discussed by Ecuador, Indonesia and other develo-
ping nations with rainforests.
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leverage for a global energy revolution. To ensure additional 
fi nancial resources for these programs, innovative fi nancing 
avenues (such as user charges for the global commons) 
should also be pursued.

Water

Water is essential to life. The right to water should be 
amended to the UN International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights as an indispensable part of the right to food. 
Improving the access to drinking water and proper sanitation 
must be an essential goal of development efforts. The price 
of water should on the one hand refl ect the fact that water is 
a basic human need and on the other hand provide incentives 
to prevent its wastage through a progressive price curve. 
Prices covering the full costs of water may not be affordable 
for large parts of the population, particularly in poor countries.

To the extent possible, the control over water-systems should 
stay with the respective communities and their authorities. 
Water is not a tradable good like many others. The pros and 
cons of privatization of water services have to be considered 
thoroughly, since it touches an especially sensitive area. 
In the case of privatized water services, access to safe 
drinking water at all times – for all people, and the poor and 
homeless in particular – has to be especially guaranteed. 
Planning for water services should be participative and 
grassroots in scope, incorporating planners, decision-makers, 
economic interests, and water users. Women especially 
should be included since they are primarily responsible for 
the family and community water supply in many regions of 
the world.

Food Security / Right to Food

The right to food, as established in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, should be further 
developed and specifi ed. The reduction of export subsidies 
for agricultural products from industrialized countries is a 
precondition for the integration of developing countries 
into international trade in agriculture. However, it must be 
recognized that effi cient regional production and marketing 

of agricultural goods in all regions of the world – keeping 
in mind the needs of less fortunate populations – is also 
essential for food security.
Better market access should therefore not lead to a lopsided 
concentration on the export of agricultural goods from poor 
countries. Developing nations must not focus on agricultural
exports only and ignore food production for their domestic 
population; nor should rich countries rely on agricultural 
imports at the expense of their own agricultural production. 
Marketing and food production strategies should be de-
veloped in partnership with all parties concerned.

The world’s food aid distribution networks must improve 
their early-warning systems in order to react in time to food 
emergencies. World food relief should rely on food grown 
and stored in or near the impoverished areas to be supplied 
and not contribute to a further distortion of agricultural 
markets by importing food from rich donor countries. 
In this regard, greater attention should be given to the role 
that regional economies may play in the production and 
distribution of food, including the delivery of regionally 
grown food across borders to where it is most needed.
Democratic agricultural and land reforms may substantially 
contribute to food security in many developing countries. 
International research on agriculture must be strengthened 
and should include traditional wisdom, gender issues, 
participative research, and the use of renewable energies. 
Organic farming should also be encouraged.

Biological Diversity

The Convention on Biological Diversity aims at the conser-
vation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of the components 
of biodiversity, and the sharing of benefi ts arising from 
commercial and other uses of genetic resources in a fair and 
equitable way. An additional protocol to the Convention on 
forests and the establishment of a worldwide web of 
protected forests should be enhanced by securing additional 
funds through the fi nancial mechanisms of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, while at the same time emphasizing 
the informational and knowledge dimension of the problem. 
The question of genetically modifi ed organisms must also 

Energy Security

It is essential to turn energy systems toward sustainability 
worldwide – both in order to protect the natural life-support 
systems on which humanity depends, and to eradicate 
energy poverty in developing countries, where the energy 
supply of 2.4 billion people depends largely or entirely 
upon the use of conventional biomass (fi rewood, charcoal 
or dung). A further signifi cant outcome is that such a global 
reconfi guration of energy systems would promote peace 
by reducing dependency upon regionally concentrated oil 
reserves.

It is clear that the energy base of global civilization must 
be transformed. In this endeavor it is vitally important to 
reduce our dependency on fossil fuels. We need signifi cant 
technological innovation in this direction. Energy effi ciency 
has to be increased and massive support for renewable 
energies must also be provided. Promotion of biofuels must 
however be balanced with other and competing uses of fertile 
soils – such as agricultural use for local food supply and 
protection of other environmental goods such as biodiversity. 
The long-term objective is to initiate a solar age and to 
ensure access to suffi cient and affordable energy for all.

This transformation is technically and fi nancially feasible. 
As Sir Nicholas Stern and others have determined, the cost 
of inaction will be much higher over the long term than the 
cost of initiating this transformation. Industrialized coun-
tries have the responsibility to introduce this transformation 
themselves – for example, by setting targets for renewable 
energies and reduced energy intensity. 
In developing countries, existing programs toward an alter-
native energy revolution – through such sources as Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF), Offi cial Development 
Assistance (ODA), the World Bank, and regional develop-
ment bank loans – must be intensifi ed. Incentives for 
private-sector investors in the fi eld should be enhanced 
through public-private partnerships. Programs should focus 
on capacity and institution building in developing countries 
and on intensifying technology transfer. They should also 
contribute to the realization of pilot projects that introduce 
renewable energies on a large scale and thus build strategic 
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Finally, the advisability of an international legal instrument 
on cultural diversity should be discussed internationally.

3. RESTRUCTURING GLOBAL ECONOMIC  
    RULES & INSTITUTIONS

To address the challenges of economic globalization and 
bring about sustainable development with equity, we need 
an integrated design for the international economy – in the 
same way that integrated economic structures gradually 
evolved during the historical development of successful 
nation-states. We need a world trade system that is com-
mitted to the global common good and to making the best 
use of trade and markets as instruments towards this end. 
There must be a new emphasis not only on improving 
trade arrangements and negotiations, but also on building 
the infrastructure and economic capacity (including 
educational for all), that are needed to take advantage of 
trading opportunities. The following includes several 
structural reforms in the global trade and fi nancial system 
that are necessary for the creation and support of sustain-
able development.

Global Trade 

     • Market access for developing countries 
Two-thirds of the world’s poor live in rural areas and 
depend upon agriculture for their livelihoods – and most 
export earnings for the least developed countries come 
from agriculture. The continued protection of rich-country 
agricultural markets locks small farmers in poor countries 
out of these markets. Export subsidies in rich countries 
lead to increasing exports of agricultural goods to poorer 
countries, a process which destroys domestic markets in 
these countries, and traps farmers in poverty. Rich countries 
must therefore remove export subsidies and trade-distorting 
support for agriculture.
Market access for developing countries must also be 
improved for semi-fi nished goods and processed primary 
products. Programs like “Everything but arms” are fi rst steps 
in this direction. To strengthen trade fl ows among developing 

be taken up by governments, businesses, and civil society in 
close collaboration.
Hidden and open incentives for economic activities that 
result in a loss of biological diversity must be eliminated 
– particularly those involving global production and supply 
chains. Protection of biological diversity must take into 
account the differences between developed and developing 
nations. For that reason, fi nancial support for the Convention 
on Biological Diversity and for the Global Environment 
Facility, which helps countries implement the convention, 
should be considerably extended.

Cultural Diversity

Cultural difference and permanent variation is a common 
heritage of humanity. As 185 states agreed in the 2001 
UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, 
cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind as 
biodiversity is for nature, since it provides the capacity 
for human expression, creation and innovation.

Being able to express oneself, to read and to write are basic 
elements in the ability of individuals to advance their 
cultures freely, along with an ability to participate in the 
formation of public opinion and engage in social action. 
To protect and enhance cultural diversity, segregation and 
fundamentalism must be confronted in all countries and at 
all levels where it appears. Giving support to expression, 
creation and dissemination in the greatest possible number 
of languages will help to safeguard the linguistic heritage 
of humanity. Knowledge must be safeguarded as a common 
resource and not subjected to overly strict intellectual 
property rights.
The digital divide, depriving a majority of the world 
population the use of information and communication 
technologies, can be countered, for example, through the 
promotion of linguistic diversity in cyberspace and the 
provision of telecommunications infrastructure for universal 
access. Public radio and television services must be supported 
in order to guarantee the development of audiovisual 
productions of good quality, which represent cultural diversity 
and are accessible at reasonable costs.

countries, tariffs between these countries may also be subject 
to reduction.

     •  Development-oriented investment and capacity 
building strategies

In our asymmetrical global economy, equal rules for
unequals lead to more inequalities. Thus, for a rules-based 
system to be fair, it must apply different rules to poor 
countries, responsive to their specifi c and changing needs. 
Development-oriented investment and build-up strategies 
as well as one-sided advantages for poorer countries should 
take priority over the full opening of markets to allow poor 
nations the best opportunities for development. Such strate-
gies should especially promote the micro level – including 
micro-credit, fi nancial support for rural agriculture, small 
loans for local entrepreneurs, rural health and education, 
as well as medical support through telecommunications 
technology.
Favorable treatment extended to developing nations under 
the Special and Differential Treatment provisions of the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) should include both least 
developed countries and other small, vulnerable and low-in-
come countries, and allow them fl exibility in implementing 
rules and commitments. In particular, trade rules should 
not constrain agricultural and industrial policies, so that 
developing countries may be free to promote these sectors, 
if necessary, through tariffs and subsidies.

     • Multilateral rules on competition 
Multilateral rules on market competition are important to 
guarantee essential principles of competition in the global 
economy. A fi rst step in this direction is the establishment 
of rules by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) and the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development (OECD) that require 
international corporations to apply the same restrictions 
and regulations on competition used in their own domestic 
markets to their operations in developing countries. 
Ultimately, a process for multilateral rules on competition 
should lead to the establishment of an international cartel 
offi ce to guard against the formation of international mono-
polies and restrictive business practices.
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decide which sectors they want to open, to what degree, and 
at which point in time. It should also allow nations the right 
to exclude sectors from the GATS right from the start of a 
market opening, or after an open market has not brought 
about the positive results hoped for.
Services of general interest like education, cultural services 
and water supplies should be completely excluded from 
GATS negotiations and not considered exchange options for 
the market opening of private services. An amendment to 
GATS on the exceptional rules applying to the services of 
general interest would be benefi cial to both WTO members 
and the services sector.

     • Patenting of genes, creatures, plants
Multilateral agreements such as the Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) under the WTO 
should generally rule out the patenting of genes, creatures 
(including micro-organisms) and plants. Farmers should 
retain the right to reuse their seeds, exchange them for non-
commercial purposes, and improve them through breeding. 
The interests of developing countries, indigenous people, 
and the protection of traditional wisdom should be further 
guaranteed by the Convention on Biological Diversity.

     • Access to essential medicines 
The amount of money invested in research on the world’s 
most deadly health problems, such as tropical diseases, is 
negligible compared to that involved in overall pharma-
ceutical research. In addition, many existing vital drugs are 
unaffordable for people in developing countries due to cur-
rent TRIPS laws. Research on the global health needs of the 
poorest areas of the world should be promoted and fi nanced 
by the state community, and equal access to the medicine 
they need should be guaranteed to all people.

     • Corporate accountability
Corporations should be held accountable worldwide to the 
laws governing their domestic markets. Producers and ex-
porting companies should be required to inform importing 
countries about any planned importation of domestically 
prohibited goods (DPG) and provide all information on the 
effects that these products may have and the reasons for 
their prohibition in the exporting country.

Voluntary standards for corporations, such as the Equator 
Principles on project fi nance in emerging markets, should 
be promoted. Civil society organizations should participate 
both in the formulation of standards and in the management 
of compliance. Voluntary standards must however not be 
used as an excuse to implement enforceable standards.

Financial Regulation / World Money & Finance

     • Monetary Policy
The Bretton Woods system, created in 1944, is a fi nancial 
as well as a monetary arrangement. That regime has been 
badly strained since the United States took the world off the 
gold standard in 1971, requiring the world’s Central Banks 
to abandon a central value system and adopt fl oating ex-
change rates. This has led to numerous monetary problems, 
including undisciplined credit creation, institutionalized 
defi cit spending, excessive debt levels, and extreme volatil-
ity in national currency values and international exchange 
rates. The harsh results of these policies have most often 
fallen upon the poor people of developing nations and the 
unprotected natural resources of the global environment, 
but the adverse impact has been spreading to the citizens 
of developed nations as well.
The world’s Central Banks need to adopt a new framework 
that refl ects the realities of globalization. A new global mon-
etary system should involve a higher degree of multilateral 
decision-making on the establishment of currency values, 
credit creation, and global monetary discipline. Business 
and governments must recognize that the value of money 
is less a function of the marketplace than it is of social and 
natural resources. In this regard, world monetary policy 
must begin to embrace the full signifi cance of sustainable 
development as a source of global value.

     • Stability / Exchange rate volatility
One possibility for curbing currency volatility and making 
money fl ows more transparent could be a Currency Transac-
tion Tax (CTT). Implementation of such a tax would benefi t 
both from technical progress and the centralization of the 
foreign exchange system. A CTT could include two tiers 
– the fi rst a very low tax on all currency transactions (e.g. 

     • Corruption
Corruption is both a cause of poverty and a barrier to over-
coming it. It is one of the most serious obstacles to reducing 
poverty. It undermines democracy and the rule of law and 
distorts national and international trade. Grand corruption in 
poor nations could not exist without the enabling collabora-
tion of corrupt fi nancial, legal, and banking partners in the 
rich countries.

To effectively fi ght corruption at all levels, the institutions 
involved with tracking and punishing corruption have to 
have better fi nancial and personnel resources. The exchange 
of information on corrupt business practices must also be 
improved between tax and customs authorities on the one 
hand and prosecutors on the other. Public biddings should 
make the reasons for commissioning transparent. Persons 
and organizations convicted for corruption should be ex-
cluded from such biddings in the future, perhaps through 
their registration in an anti-corruption index. Whistle-blowers 
should be protected and sums from corrupt businesses 
confi scated. Petty corruption at lower levels must be fought 
through education and anti-corruption education, effective 
oversight and control mechanisms, implementation of codes 
of conduct, and also, if adequate, by improved payments 
for offi cials which allow them a decent standard of living, 
curbing the temptation for corrupt behavior.

     • Costs of transportation
Transportation is heavily subsided because its price does 
not currently include the social and ecological costs which 
transport causes. If these kinds of subsidies were stopped 
and the true price of transportation paid, this would promote 
a re-regionalization of production and trade – especially 
for goods of little value. Further incentives must be set to 
gradually transfer traffi c from air and street to water and 
railways.

     • Flexibility and services in the GATS
The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) – the 
WTO treaty which applies provisions governing the trade 
of commodities to the trade of services – should include 
greater fl exibility for sovereign decisions by WTO members. 
For example, GATS should allow individual nations to 
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of the predominance of electronic transfers which can easily 
be monitored. Procedures for transparency must, however, 
respect human rights and fundamental freedoms. Cooperation 
by courts, the police and governmental administrations must 
also be improved to eliminate the utilization of ‘special 
jurisdictions’ for fi nance. Non-cooperating countries and 
territories (off-shore fi nancial centers) must face sanctions 
for illegal practices. Starting with an obligation for system-
atic information and reporting on business connections 
between corporations or fi nancial institutions and non-co-
operating off-shore fi nancial centers, sanctioning should 
also include restrictions, additional fees or the complete 
prohibition of such operations.

     • Locational competition and tax shelters
Some countries or regions offer artifi cially low rates of 
taxation to corporations in order to lure them into their 
territories – especially attracting the mobile parts of a 
corporation, such as capital investment, holding and 
fi nancing, administration of licenses, and assurance services. 
This form of tax shelter must be opposed. Political agreements 
concerning this matter can take the form of codes of conduct, 
and, if necessary, more binding forms including the cutting 
of all legal transactions with those zones. National taxes 
should also be better harmonized in order to stop the erosion 
of the tax base of nation states.

     • Off-shore and on-shore fi nancial centers
Off-shore and on-shore centers, due to their special 
jurisdictions, play a supportive role for corruption and
money-laundering, allow for high-risk fi nancial speculation 
and contribute to the erosion of the national tax base. 
These centers should adopt the OECD recommendations 
for cooperation with international institutions for fi nancial 
supervision and regulation. Gradually, these regulations 
should become stricter in character. At the same time, 
national, regional and international fi nancial supervision 
has to be improved and provided with more competencies. 
Corporations undertaking business relations with off-shore 
fi nancial centers should at least be required to meet higher 
standards for equity capital. To promote transparency, these 
corporations should be registered in a public index.

0.01%) focused on daily currency speculation that derives 
profi ts from market volatility. A second tier of the CTT 
would involve a fl exible tax rate which would take effect 
in the event of broader speculation during currency crises, 
when a massive wave of fi nancial withdrawals produce 
sharp and sudden deviations from a defi ned exchange rate 
band. In combination, both tiers could effectively curb 
speculation, reduce the volatility of the currency market, 
and prevent, to some extent, currency crises. Revenues from 
the CTT should be used to fi nance global public goods and 
sustainable development in poorer countries and regions, 
such as improved health care or education.

A global trade currency, along the lines of expanded Special 
Drawing Rights through the International Monetary Fund, 
could also help to mitigate the effects of currency volatility 
on developing nations. Through the direct exchange of 
credit between businesses in all nations, bypassing the 
exchange rate regime, the pace of fi nancial exchange and 
investment would become steadier and more predictable 
and the destructive effects of boom-and-bust swings greatly 
reduced. Another means of promoting exchange rate stability, 
perhaps years in the future, would be the creation of a 
common reserve standard or asset base. Currency values 
could be established based on a basket of key global re-
sources, both sustainable and non-sustainable, and adjusted 
according to the relative availability of those resources as 
long-term monetary reserves.

     • Hedge Funds & Derivatives
A larger share of equity capital in businesses with high 
leverage effects would make high-risk speculation more 
expensive and thereby help to stabilize the international 
fi nancial system. The Bank for International Settlements, 
the International Monetary Fund and the OECD should 
engage in better cooperation on the supervision of hedge 
funds and derivatives, providing for transparency and 
including the strict regulation of funds that operate from 
off-shore fi nancial centers.

     • Money laundering
To fi ght money laundering in an effective way, transparency 
of capital transfers is crucial – and also realizable because 

     • Debt relief
The process of debt relief or debt cancellation for highly 
indebted poor countries should continue. It should involve 
more private sector contributions than is presently the case. 
The Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative (HPIC) 
– aimed at poverty reduction and the integration of civil 
society organizations into the design and implementation 
of the debt relief process – should also be expanded. Debt 
cancellation should be tied to specifi c development projects 
and the savings realized from debt cancellation must not 
bypass the people in developing countries by fl owing direct-
ly from aid donors to debt creditors. An individual nation’s 
over-indebtedness, its potential to meet its debt service obli-
gations and the unique factors pertaining to ecology, society 
and the role of women must all be taken into account in the 
implementation of debt relief programs.

     • International Insolvency Proceeding
An international insolvency proceeding should be estab-
lished to guarantee well-regulated and fair debt relief for 
debtor nations that face severe debt and fi nancial crises and 
cannot meet their debt service payments. In any case, the 
priority for all indebted countries should remain on serving 
their people’s basic needs. The modalities and the institu-
tion governing an insolvency proceeding would need to 
operate fairly and transparently, under a neutral chair, and 
with equal participation by both debtors and creditors. Its 
decisions should also be binding.

     • Credit Supply
The system of international credit allowance needs to be 
altered to include an accountable and equitable mechanism 
for access to global credit by all nations. While the need for 
credit clearly pertains to the poorest people in developing 
countries, small and medium-sized businesses as well as 
broad levels of the population around the world are facing 
increasing diffi culties in getting access to credit or having to 
pay much higher prices for it. To guarantee that all people 
and companies have access to credit, alternative approaches 
to safeguard credits which have proven their worth in tradi-
tional small business economics and also in the worldwide 
micro-fi nancing movement should be included in regulati-
ons on equity capital, such as Basel II. 
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     • Developing nations
Developing countries are responsible for realizing their full 
potentials for development. They alone have the dignity, 
understanding and power to create their own unique path to 
development. By ensuring good governance at national and 
local levels and taking responsibility for their own growth, 
developing countries establish the preconditions for fair 
global rules and development assistance that can provide 
them with access to the fruits of globalization.
Peace and the prevention or settlement of confl icts are 
preconditions for political stability and therefore crucial 
for a country or region to be able to make proper use of its 
resources and build up infrastructure. Given peaceful con-
ditions, socio-economic and political reforms should aim at 
the realization of good governance and the rule of law, the 
generation of democracy, the creation or enhancement of 
regulations on competition, the eradication of corruption, 
the empowerment of women and respect for fundamental 
human rights. Policies toward these ends will have an 
effect both on unlocking the potential of market powers for 
human and social development and in opening the way for 
democratization. 

By organizing themselves through regional cooperation, 
developing countries can join their forces and interests in 
order to attain stronger and more stable levels of develop-
ment. Increased cooperation among regions also creates 
greater regional political stability, provides neighboring 
nations the opportunity to create regional trade blocs 
with reduced tariffs and larger economies of scale, and 
enhances their collective bargaining power in international 
negotiations.

Global Governance

The process of economic globalization has reduced the 
power and autonomy of states in various ways. Most states 
have increasingly less room to maneuver in bringing their 
domestic economies into harmony with society and the en-
vironment through sovereign parliamentary decisions. The 
infl uence that powerful states continue to exercise through 
decisions in intergovernmental agencies is also often not 

subject to domestic parliamentary scrutiny.
To regain the primacy of politics over market forces, nation-
al governments have to form a new framework for global 
economy and its most rapidly evolving segment – fi nancial 
markets. This requires national governments to adopt a 
global perspective and partially leave the state-centered per-
spective behind. This unifi ed framework has to put ecology, 
society, and culture at the heart of the world economy. It has 
to go far beyond guaranteeing the rights of private capital, 
like property rights and contracts: it has to recognize the 
rights of public capital, including the largely non-monetized 
but inherently valuable sectors of global public goods and 
the global commons. 
Guidelines for the concrete design and implementation 
of this new framework must not be decided from the top 
– they must become the subject of broad public discussion 
and transparent decision-making at the international level. 
Possibilities for participation by all relevant stakeholders 
are crucial for the acceptance and implementation of global 
decision-making by those same stakeholders. A new global 
governance system will thus include more actors than the 
present 190+ national governments and their intergovern-
mental organizations. Other stakeholders such as civil 
society and the private sector should play an active role in 
facilitating more equitable and participatory forms of gov-
ernance – especially at the global level.

     • Convergence of international rules and institutions
International negotiations must aim at the convergence 
of international rules and institutions – especially among 
the WTO in world trade, the International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) in work and social issues, the United Na-
tions Environmental Program (UNEP) on environmental 
problems, and other agencies in the fi elds of governance, 
peace-keeping, human rights, aid and fi nancial regulations. 
These regimes should mutually enforce and balance each 
other, leading to a new system of checks and balances at the 
global level. In case of confl ict between the WTO’s rules on 
world trade and multilateral agreements for the enforcement 
of human rights or peace-related, social and environmental 
goals, the latter should be given priority. Such convergence 
would be a major breakthrough in global governance.
To create that convergence, international labor and social 

4. ESTABLISHING NEW FORMS OF
    GOVERNANCE

To accomplish our vision of a world of greater equity 
and diversity, we work for a global structural policy that 
is rooted in a logic of common interests and the need to 
protect the global commons. Implementation of such policy 
should take place at global, national, and local levels, 
following the principle of subsidiarity, which holds that 
policies should be decided at the lowest levels of competent 
authority. Broad and open discussion on all levels must lead 
to a wide group of leaders at the international level agreeing 
and collaborating on basic global policies. Wise translation 
and implementation of these policies into national and local 
legislation and administration must take place at national or 
local levels.

Multilateral diversity must involve not only geographic, 
cultural, and economic representation, but an equal propor-
tion of women and men as well. Equitable governance will 
not have a chance to succeed unless there is a huge increase 
of women involved at every level of local, state, and global 
decision-making.

National and local governance

     • Rich countries
Rich countries must recognize their responsibility for global 
environmental problems, which result from increased pro-
duction as well as from the increasingly wasteful lifestyles 
of their populations. Such consumption patterns are already 
overstraining the carrying capacity of the Earth. Extrapo-
lated to a more equitable world without poverty, where 
everybody is free to choose his or her lifestyle, the present 
consumption patterns of rich countries would lead to total 
ecological disaster. The modern high-consumption lifestyle 
is not a role model for sustainable international development 
and must be changed fundamentally. The credibility of rich 
countries depends heavily on this transformation – and it is 
therefore only on the basis of these structural changes that 
international cooperation can fl ourish.
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standards, as well as international environmental standards, 
should become part of the rules governing world trade. One 
way to achieve this would be to make the ILO Core Labour 
Standards binding under WTO rules, thus allowing the use 
of the WTO sanction mechanism to pursue the violation 
of ILO norms. Following the same logic, non-compliance 
with multilateral environmental agreements would be 
judged as a violation of WTO rules and the implementation 
of multilateral environmental agreements enhanced by the 
WTO through such means as tariff reductions for products, 
technologies or services that serve the multilateral environ-
mental agreement, and border tax adjustment for nations 
that do not comply with the agreement. As a fi rst step in 
this direction, the WTO could introduce a labeling system 
that transparently shows whether, during the production and 
trade of a product, core social and environmental standards 
were violated. 
An alternative towards the same end would be to strengthen 
other existing institutions such as UNCTAD and UNEP 
with compliance mechanisms.

     •  Democratization and participation
International institutions and rules have to be reformed so 
that the world’s poorer states can participate equally in glo-
bal decision-making. This initial step towards democracy 
at a global level is necessary both in order to join forces to 
tackle global problems and to remove deep-rooted feelings 
of political humiliation. A mutually agreeable framework 
for global policymaking should be characterized by greater 
pluralism, transparency, and accountability. It would create 
a parliamentary dimension for the United Nations system 
and require multilateral organizations to consult more 
directly with civil society movements, science and business 
associations.
Most importantly, the representation and participation of de-
veloping countries must be improved at the most powerful 
international organizations. In the World Bank and Inter-
national Monetary Fund, whose decisions affect the lives 
of billions of people, voting rights must be rearranged in a 
way that guarantees parity between rich and poor nations. 
Together with the WTO, the world’s fi nancial ‘Twins’ have 
to become better integrated into the United Nations system, 
and incorporate the principles of transparency, openness, 

and plurality into their work.
The legitimacy of the United Nations Security Council 
would also benefi t from more equal participation in decision-
making. Its participants should represent all the world’s 
regions – a reform that would also lead to better integration 
of these regions into peace-keeping procedures.
Civil society organizations across the world are already 
instrumental in planning and implementing policies for 
sustainable development at all levels, from local to global. 
Civil society organizations should also be included in 
decision-making to better address social and individual 
interests. One step towards this goal is to give civil society 
organizations, business associations, and trade unions con-
sultative status with the WTO, IMF, and World Bank.

     •  Strengthening of international institutions
To enable international institutions such as UN agencies to 
improve both the management of cross-border problems 
and regulation of the global commons, these institutions 
have to be strengthened. This may include both the pro-
vision of additional fi nancial resources and the transfer of 
decision-making and responsibility from governments to 
intergovernmental agencies where necessary and reasonable. 
At the same time, national sovereignty and parliamentary 
authority must also be respected and guaranteed.
At the United Nations, for example, states should formally 
provide global peace-keeping instruments as agreed upon 
in the 1992 Agenda for Peace – especially for multilateral 
interventions in the case of signifi cant eruptions of violence. 
In addition, the world community should enable the United 
Nations to strengthen its review of the compliance of 
individual states with declarations and agreements made 
under the auspices of the UN. Giving the UN Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) a mechanism allowing for 
compliance management would accomplish this goal. Other 
effective means of strengthening the UN would be the 
development of UNEP into a World Environmental Organi-
zation to coordinate and enforce multilateral environmental 
agreements, and giving the United Nations Development 
Program more power over existing multilateral develop-
ment efforts. Both expansions would require endowing 
these agencies with new legitimacy and greater fi nancial 
and personnel resources.

5. GENERATING MULTILATERAL FINANCING 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERNA-
TIONAL STANDARDS

Traditional bilateral foreign assistance is often characterized 
by a manipulative use of aid for geostrategic objectives 
– supporting corrupt elites, as long as they are politically 
willing to serve donor states. The negative experiences with 
this kind of aid leads us to the conviction that worldwide 
aid distribution must be reconceived. 
In particular, the responsibility for global resource collec-
tion and distribution needs to be shared between creditors 
and recipients through a new multilateral arrangement.

Accelerating global structural changes and domestic re-
forms through fi nancing

Provided that rich countries agree upon major structural 
changes in the world economic system in order to allow de-
veloping countries equal access to the value-added potential 
of globalization, and provided that developing countries 
undertake the reforms necessary to set their countries on a 
path towards sustainable development, additional fi nancing 
may accelerate these processes. The EU Enlargement pro-
cess gives an example of funds going from richer countries 
to poorer countries – in combination with socio-economic 
and political reforms by poorer countries and the opening of 
markets and decision-making processes by richer countries. 
This type of process holds the potential for more equal 
and better quality living conditions in developing nations, 
generating greater prosperity for all involved.

Co-Financing using Global Standards

There is an obvious need now to link multilateral fi nancing 
mechanisms to compliance with international standards that 
have been mutually agreed upon. Broad fi nancing allows 
poor countries to pursue their development path indepen-
dent of new standards and thus facilitates their decision to 
adopt those standards. The logic of multilateral fi nancing 
– or Co-Financing – offers an innovative way of tackling 
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British Chancellor of the Exchequer and current Prime Min-
ister Gordon Brown, and global fi nancial strategist George 
Soros are in general agreement with various UN studies of 
the early millennium. Adjusted for the current fi nancing 
timetable that is to begin fi nancing during the middle years 
of the period from 2000-2015, all of these proposals call for 
more than US$100 billion annually from 2008 – 2015 to 
supplement current levels of development assistance. 
Less than half of this amount has been raised.

With regard to halting climate change, the Stern Review 
called for 1% of world GDP to be spent on climate pro-
tection annually during the next several decades – which 
is US$400 billion. Of course, some portion of this money 
would be spent in industrialized countries and not channel-
ed through aid budgets to developing nations. However, 
there are substantial investments that will have to take place 
in and by developing countries, since there are potentials for 
major effi ciency gains in these nations.

Taking into consideration these calculations, and the fact 
that there are many needs for fi nancing beyond the Mil-
lennium Goals and climate protection – ensuring energy 
security and promoting biological and cultural diversity, 
for example – we see the need for US$100 – 400 billion 
of additional yearly fi nancing, or roughly 1-2% of annual 
gross world product.

The projected amount of additional resources needed for su-
stainable development may seem huge, but it is a viable tar-
get, especially when compared with some other key fi gures 
of world fi nances and expenditures from the year 2006.  
International fi nancial transactions are four thousand times 
greater than the resources proposed for the Millennium 
Development Goals and the emerging global environmental 
goals, and global military expenditures are still three times 
as much. Channeling some of the resources now spent on 
worldwide military budgets into spending on sustainable 
development would promote human security and thereby 
reduce the need for future military spending. 

all in billion US$
International Finance Transactions ....................... 1,809,482
Gross World Product .................................................. 48,145
Military Expenditure Worldwide ................................. 1,204 
Property Growth of the World’s 946 Billionaires ........... 900 
Offi cial Development Aid ............................................... 104 
Proposed Additional Resources for MDGs and 
Global Environmental Goals ................................... 100-400

Standards

In the envisioned approach to multilateral fi nancing, inter-
nationally approved standards – particularly in sustainable 
development and human rights – need to be applied directly 
to the international economic framework, while the imple-
mentation of these standards by poorer countries should 
be combined with fi nancial support. We suggest that the 
following international standards, which are today largely 
voluntary, become mandatory in the new global economy. 
States may also agree on development-dependent standards 
or on development-dependent time frames for the full im-
plementation of standards. 
One way to enforce these standards may be through the 
existing compliance procedures of the WTO, which on 
paper already include equitable checks and balances in deci-
sion-making, effi cient dispute settlement procedures, and 
effective sanctioning mechanisms at the international level.

     •  Core Standards of the International Labour Organization
Social and work standards are articulated in the Core Stan-
dards of the International Labour Organization. The Core 
Labour conventions are summarized below.
 1. Workers everywhere should have the right to organize 
    in trade unions and negotiate their working conditions
    collectively.
2. Workers should be free from any form of forced labor, 
    such as slavery, servitude, compulsory labor for political
    re-education, or debt indenture.
3. Children, meaning persons below the age of 15 (or as
    defi ned by national law), should not work so that they
    have the opportunity to learn and develop freely.
4. Discrimination on the grounds of gender, race, nationality, 
    religion, political opinion or social origin is banned, as is   
    discrimination in remuneration on the grounds of gender.

global problems. The 1987 Montreal Protocol, in which the 
international community organized to stop the depletion of 
the ozone layer, is an instructive precedent. All countries 
accepted standards for reducing the emission of ozone 
depleting substances – standards which were development-
dependent or ‘softer’ for poorer countries. 
Rich countries supported the poorer countries in meeting 
these standards by co-fi nancing technologies to avoid the 
harmful substances via the Protocol’s fi nancial mechanism.
The logic of co-fi nancing is reciprocal. To translate it into 
reality requires rich nations to continue to open their mar-
kets and adopt new measures for the multilateral fi nancing 
of sustainable development (the problems of the global 
environment and global poverty); in return, developing 
nations must be willing to adopt new social, environmental, 
and human rights standards and improve local governance. 
Poor countries should then be compensated by fi scal equal-
ization efforts from the richer countries for the potential 
loss of competitive advantage.

To reach such a ‘global deal’, rich countries must enter into 
equitable dialogue and overcome the temptation to retreat 
into protectionist policies. This would enable poor nations 
to lay down their deep mistrust and despair, resulting from 
the long years of unequal treatment they have received 
through earlier trade and fi nancial negotiations.

This breakthrough agreement would result in a major in-
crease in global fi nancing for sustainable development and 
thus engage underutilized productive capacity and increase 
global employment and global economic growth. Signifi -
cant increases in global income and investment would 
not create absorption problems for poor nations as long 
as critical infrastructure in support of human and social 
development is created in parallel.

Funds necessary

There are a number of estimates on what is needed to im-
plement the Millennium Development Goals and to address 
other policy goals like climate protection. On this issue 
the former Mexican president Ernesto Zedillo, the former 
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     • Multilateral Environmental Agreements
Commitments under the various multilateral environmental 
agreements – such as the Kyoto Protocol, the Montreal 
Protocol, and the Convention on Biological Diversity, to 
name but a few – constitute part of a global set of standards 
for sustainable development and an important piece of inter-
national environmental governance. 
These requirements include meeting specifi c pollution or 
conservation targets and obligations to conduct environ-
mental and social impact assessments and deliver reports.

     • Human Rights
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 
adopted by the United Nations in 1948, includes civil and 
political rights as well as economic, social and cultural 
rights. It constitutes the basic rights and freedoms of every 
human being. The Declaration includes the freedom of opin-
ion, religion, thought, and expression, as well as specifi c 
bans on torture, slavery, servitude, and arbitrary arrest. It 
also emphasizes the right to an adequate standard of living 
– including acceptable levels of health and education.

     • UNESCO standards
The standards developed by the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientifi c, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
further the focus on human and social rights, particularly 
the rights to education, culture and information. 

The popular UNESCO World Heritage Convention regu-
lates the protection of both cultural and natural resources 
of an indigenous and historical character. It includes 
obligations by nations to ensure the identifi cation, protec-
tion, conservation, presentation and transmission to future 
generations of their cultural and natural heritage.

The UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity 
includes commitments by states such as:

- to create policies for the inclusion and participation of all
  citizens 
- to safeguard the linguistic heritage of humanity by 
  respecting mother tongues and encouraging the diversity
  of language and

- to encourage the role of public radio and television 
  services in providing diversifi ed content of good quality in
  the media and global information networks.

Financing Mechanisms

Possible ways of generating new global funding for 
sustainable development programs and the international 
institutions needed to administer them include the creation 
of value-added fees or taxes on global transactions, taxes on 
the use of natural resources, a cap-and-trade climate regime, 
and unique mechanisms like the Special Drawing Rights of 
the International Monetary Fund. 

     • Currency Transaction Tax
A large number of studies have been developed which 
estimate the potential revenues from a Currency Transaction 
Tax (CTT). Depending on the scenarios and calculations 
used in these projections, it is estimated that worldwide 
revenue from a CTT could range from US$10 billion to 
over $100 billion annually.
This tax could be collected by established institutions at the 
national level, provided that these funds are not redirected 
for governmental purposes. Otherwise, the CTT should be 
collected through electronic means by a new agency com-
prised of broad multilateral representation and oversight. 
For the management of these revenues, a new organization 
could be established, which might be called the ‘Solidarity 
Fund for Sustainable Development’ or ‘Global Develop-
ment and Environment Fund’. Such a Fund would coop-
erate with national governments and the Bank for Interna-
tional Settlements on the levying of the tax, and with 
UNDP, UNESCO, and UNCTAD with regard to the 
distribution of the revenues.

     • Tax on World Trade
A global tax on trade, with revenues used for investment 
in international development, follows the logic of the ‘fair 
trade’ movement. All international trade in commodities 
and goods would be subject to a small surcharge of perhaps 
0.5%, resulting in an increase in consumer prices that would 
hardly be noticeable.

A global tax on trade could be collected by the national 
customs authorities or national fi nance administrations and 
administered by the WTO. Like the CTT, it could also be 
collected electronically. Tax revenues should be reallocated 
to the same economic sector from which the funds were 
raised, so long as this serves development and environment 
objectives. For example, funds that stem from trade in 
pharmaceutical products can be spent on world health and 
disease prevention. Taxes on military sales could be used to 
help war orphans and the victims of landmines, the clearing 
of minefi elds, and the fi nancing of peace research. Taxes 
on telecommunication transactions might be used to create 
new infrastructure for telecommunications, especially in the 
rural areas of developing countries.

     • Global Pollution Tax
Through a small fee on international carbon emissions 
and/or jet and bunker fuel, the world’s heavy polluters 
would pay their proportionate share for adding to our global 
environmental problems. For example, with a tax of US$5 
per ton of CO2 emission revenues would have amounted 
to US$110 billion in 2003.  A tax on international airline 
tickets, already introduced by Brazil, Chile, France, Great 
Britain and several other countries, is a variation of a global 
pollution tax involving carbon offsets.
Funds that are raised by a global pollution tax should be 
used primarily to address environmental issues. For example, 
revenues from environment-specifi c traffi c fees should be 
designated for the removal of social and ecological burdens 
resulting from traffi c or on measures for the reduction 
of traffi c and the promotion of environmentally friendly 
technologies in the area of transport and traffi c logistics. In 
similar fashion, funds that are raised through an energy tax 
would be devoted to enhancing energy security.

     • Other global taxes
Other incremental fees on ‘global commons transactions’ 
could include small assessments on arms sales, maritime 
freight, ocean fi shing, seabed mining, off-shore oil and gas, 
satellite orbital parking spaces, electromagnetic spectrum 
usage, non-sustainable resources, and energy consumption.
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goods, as well as matching existing loans or enhancing 
public/private partnerships for development. SDR dona-
tions would not need to pass through government channels. 
Donor-recipient programs could be implemented through 
local government channels and civil society organisations 
and through public-private partnerships.

Administration of funds

As we have noted, there must be a whole new area of global 
fi nancing – innovative approaches to ensure the multilateral 
distribution of resources on an independent basis. Admin-
istration of these funds would not require the creation of a 
large new institution – however, it would require transparent 
and professional management. The administration of funds 
should be controlled by a representative multilateral body 
(possibly an ’Economic Council‘ of the United Nations) 
in conjunction with democratic parliaments and advised 
by experienced scientifi c and civil society organizations. A 
slim but effi cient structure must be established that works in 
the sole interest of pursuing the agreed development goals 
of people and countries who are trying to help themselves.

6. REALIZING HUMAN AND SOCIAL
    POTENTIALS

Development is not about the worldwide expansion of 
‘western’ development or poor countries ‘catching up’ 
– otherwise further cultural impoverishment and destruction 
of natural resources would surely be the consequences. 
Development must be based on our different traditional, 
social and cultural ways of life and belief systems. There is 
no general recipe for effective development aid – except the 
widely known principle that, ultimately, one can only help 
others to develop themselves.

Experience teaches that political will and adequate global 
fi nancial resources are essential for development – but they 
are not at all a guarantee for the achievement of real change. 
There has certainly been a lot of trial and error since the 
present era of international development began following 

the Second World War. Many key principles and ideas have 
emerged from this learning process – developed through in-
tensive experience in international relief, aid, reconstruction 
and peace-building programs – on what works and what 
does not in realizing human and social potentials along the 
path to sustainable development.

     • The Power of Women
Progress in reducing poverty, sharing resources, establish-
ing fair markets, safeguarding a life-sustaining environ-
ment, and promoting peace and stability needs the world’s 
women as full and equal partners. There is perhaps nothing 
of greater import today than the fray against gender inequal-
ity. Women, after all, stand at the nexus of social change.
Population growth (most of it coming in the poorest coun-
tries) poses a signifi cant obstacle to progress. In this light, 
universal primary education (aimed especially at girls) and 
the establishment of a human right to the highest standard 
of sexual and reproductive health (including access to fam-
ily planning) is of highest importance – as already agreed 
upon in the Cairo Consensus of 1994.
Greater access by women to education and health, equality 
before the law, economic opportunity, and female partici-
pation in decision-making at community, state, and global 
levels are prerequisites for a meaningful change in the way 
that all societies live. Women must lead the social and cul-
tural adjustment increasingly required by global economic 
integration and show the way to a more humane form of 
globalization.

     • Empowerment and Self-Reliance
In both the practice of micro-fi nancing, for which Mu-
hammad Yunus received the Nobel Peace Prize 2006, and 
the establishment of property rights, which Hernando de 
Soto has identifi ed as an essential basis for development, the 
empowerment of the individual is paramount. Both concepts 
trust in the power of the poor and powerless to build upon 
their own potentials and lift themselves out of poverty 
– with women often making use of these new opportunities 
in especially creative and responsible ways. And, as these 
ideas of empowerment and self-reliance starkly reveal, poverty 
is both created and perpetuated by systemic inequalities.

     • Trade with per capita emission rights
The design of the follow-up process for the Kyoto Protocol 
also holds the potential for an interesting source of fi nance. 
In adopting a universal cap-and-trade regime, global 
emissions would be restricted to a sustainable level, with 
emissions allowances allocated according to an equal rights 
per capita formula. The trading of emission rights would re-
sult in rich countries with high per capita emissions buying 
emission rights from poorer countries with lower per capita 
emissions, thus generating substantial fi nancial fl ows from 
richer to poorer nations. This type of system would also 
advance the interests of climate justice, requiring industrial-
ized nations to pay for the rights to natural resources which 
they have taken freely for decades.

     • Special Drawing Rights
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) were created by the IMF in 
1969 as an international reserve asset to supplement mem-
bers‘ existing reserve assets. They derive value on the basis 
of a basket of major currencies used in international trade 
and fi nance. SDRs are issued to IMF member countries in 
proportion to their IMF quotas and can be converted into 
hard currency.

The primary motive for creating SDRs was to promote 
monetary stability – an objective that lost importance when 
the Bretton Woods system collapsed and fl oating exchange 
rates emerged in the early 1970s. The current interest in 
SDRs is as a mechanism for fi nancing development. First, 
this includes a special and one-time SDR issuance of about 
US$20 billion, which has been widely approved and re-
quires only US support for implementation. Second, annual 
issues of SDRs could serve as a permanent contribution to 
development fi nance.
Special Drawing Rights have the effect of enhancing the 
currency reserves of developing nations, generating new 
money for credit in support of development. Since they 
are currently distributed according to each country’s quota 
in the IMF, the majority of SDRs now fl ow to the rich 
countries. With the possible expansion of SDR quotas, these 
countries would donate their stake of the Special Drawing 
Rights to co-fi nance programs that benefi t development. 
These could include trust funds for the provision of public 
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These organizing philosophies of empowerment and 
self-reliance undercut the traditional top-down model of 
development and lay the groundwork for people to develop 
themselves in a much more organic way, becoming active 
drivers for development and empowered participants in de-
mocracy. Such bottom-up approaches do not treat the poor 
as almsmen, but as powerful individuals who simply need 
a fair opportunity in the system to realize their potentials. 
This logic derives its power by putting human dignity at 
the center of human and social development. 
Becoming aware of one’s own dignity and drawing upon 
this magnifi cent resource can lead to authentic social and 
economic change.
On a macro-level, the concept of empowerment means 
strengthening the problem-solving abilities of states as well 
as their scope for action. This includes opening up the decis-
ion-making process to greater democratic input, both from 
local and regional levels, as well as from the intra-national 
level among nation-states.

     • Education
Education is an essential tool in empowering people. It 
must therefore be at the center of all development efforts. 
Free and compulsory primary education for all children is 
part of the Millennium Development Goals as well as of 
the UNESCO Education for All Campaign. Early childhood 
care and education, adult literacy, vocational training, and 
improved quality of education are essential in this fi eld. 
Where appropriate, education should make the best possible 
use of information and communication technologies such as 
broadcasting, television or Internet.
Education must also include teaching about our common 
global destiny and interests and the responsibility of every 
single person in contributing to the realization of our best 
possible future. To enable students to realize this responsi-
bility, education must exceed mere fact-learning, encompas-
sing the process of ‘learning how to learn’ and developing 
communication skills adapted to an increasingly integrated 
global society.

     • Ownership
Ownership is now widely recognized as essential for reali-
zing development. This concept, when referring to the state 

level, means that nations are responsible for guiding their 
own development pathways and defi ning the priorities of 
development. Budget support for states that engage in good 
governance are one way of implementation.
From a bottom-up perspective, which is especially impor-
tant in failing states, ownership by the people is crucial. 
Ownership at both levels – national and individual – must 
be the goal of all development politics.

     • Subsidiaritiy, Participation, and Transparency
Further guiding principles, which must be seriously 
respected and followed for sustainable worldwide develop-
ment include subsidiarity, participation, and transparency in 
all planning and implementing processes. 

     • Pilot projects
Pilot projects play an important role. Such projects can cre-
ate leverage and multiplier effects and send out a positive 
signal to the entire world. A good example of future projects 
is the large scale introduction of renewable energies. Such 
projects could include a ‘1-million-huts-electrifi cation-
program’ to create momentum for further electrifi cation of 
remote rural areas, or a strategic energy partnership between 
Europe and Northern Africa using the huge potentials of 
solar power generation in sun-drenched Northern Africa to 
meet both Europe’s and Africa’s power demands.

     • New partners
Development and environment programs should engage in 
cooperation with competent partners who have not yet been 
fully integrated into these programs, bringing new people 
and organizations into the process. This means initiatives 
by local groups and civil society organizations, as well as 
public-private partnerships with the business sector.

     • Coordination, cooperation, and coherence
Development programs and efforts must be well coordi-
nated, harmonized, and sharply focused. Very often we 
see politicians and fi eld workers in developing countries 
becoming confused and overloaded with the coordination of 
countless aid programs – each program requiring ministerial 
attention and somehow distracting energies from a coherent 
country or regional strategy. 

Harmonization of all these efforts is essential. The ethic of 
cooperation and coordination should be applied at every le-
vel of sustainable development. For instance, the European 
states could better coordinate their aid by designating, for 
each African country, one European country to coordinate 
all of the aid activities and cooperation with this African 
country by member countries of the European Union.

     • Measuring progress
Often economic development and well-being are measured 
in terms of growth in ‘Gross Domestic Product’. However, 
this indicator neglects much of the unaccounted economic 
activity which nurtures development and things that make 
life worthwhile, such as health and education, a sound 
environment and the informal sector of unpaid work. 
To evaluate progress, we must fi nd alternative indicators, 
such as the Human Development Index, which provide a 
better picture of sustainable development.
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CALL TO ACTION

Having the advantage of knowledge is a privilege and 
a responsibility

Your thoughts:
We are interested in your feedback. Please let us know your 
thoughts and experiences about this brochure and the con-
sultation process. Contact us by email, through our website, 
or by mail and we will include your feedback in the next 
edition of this brochure.
Website: www.global-commons.org
Email: info@global-commons.org

Your contribution:
Would you like to be actively involved in the consultation 
process? Are you a web designer, graphic designer, public 
relations consultant, translator, editor, proofreader, or an 
expert in a particular issue described in this text? We are 
looking for volunteers to help with many tasks, including 
the organization and moderation of the consultation process.
More information is available at 
Website: www.save-the-world-now.org
Email: info@www.save-the-world-now.org

Your donation:
If you want to support the consultation process fi nancially, 
we are happy to receive your fi nancial contribution. You can 
either fi nd information is available at www.save-the-world-
now.org or donate directly using the following bank details:

International:
Global Marshall Plan Foundation
Account 212
BLZ 251 20510 
IBAN DE73 2512 0510 0008 4098 00
SWIFT (BIC) BFSWDE33HAN

Global Marshall Plan Initiative
Am Sandtorkai 62
20457 Hamburg - Germany
Tel.: +49(0)40-822 90 420
Fax: +49(0)40-822 90 421
http://www.globalmarshallplan.org

For tax deductible donations in the US:
Centre for Global Negotiations
Account 0496287319
Routing number 121000248, Wells Fargo
BIC: WFBIUS6S
Reason for payment: Donation Global Commons

Centre for Global Negotiations
PO Box 63776
Philadelphia, PA 19147 USA  
Tel.: +1 215-592 1016
Email: info@global-negotiations.org
usa@globalmarshallplan.org
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IF MANY PEOPLE SHARE THE SAME DREAM, 
IT WON‘T BE A DREAM FOR LONG.

www.global-commons.org
www.save-the-world-now.org
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