
 

 

Towards Rio + 20 and Beyond – A Turning Point in Earth History – Summary Statement* 

 
As leaders, teachers, and students of the world’s religious and spiritual traditions, we are appalled that the interconnected 

problems of development, equity and ecology have become more severe over the past twenty years. 

 

Many of the dangerous trends we are witnessing are a result of our current, unsustainable, growth-based economic paradigm. 

We urgently need to change current mindsets towards a sharp focus on the goals of material sufficiency, the eradication of 

poverty, equitable distribution, and sustainable wellbeing and human happiness. 

 

We, who represent such a broad diversity of religious and spiritual expressions, commit to the following: 

 

• We repent where our traditions and organizations have failed to work for true equality of all people, and have 

supported the destruction of the environment. 

 

• We embrace with joy the opportunity to forge a global interreligious, tribal and indigenous, intercultural and 

intergenerational partnership to bring about the fundamental changes that are necessary in our values, life styles, and 

economic structures for advancing the Great Transition to a world of justice, sustainability, and peace.  

 

• For humanity to live peacefully we commit to take action for justice to prevail. Our spirituality inspires us to act in 

solidarity with those in need and the most vulnerable who are disproportionally affected by climate change while 

having contibuted little to its causes.   

 

• We recognize that “business as usual” threatens the survival of humans and many species and commit to work 

collaboratively towards the creation of a new economy that flourishes within the natural bounds of our planet and 

serves human happiness and well-being that comes from living life in harmony with the natural world, with our 

communities, and with our inner selves.  

 

• Our religious and spiritual traditions command us not only to feed the hungry, but to give of our own bread. This is 

not a deed of charity but of justice. We therefore call upon each citizen of the world community to pledge each year to 

our capacity an extra Millennium Share of 0.1 % of one’s income to raise the necessary funds to alleviate abject 

misery and realize the Millennium Development Goals. We commit to support the creation of a Council of 

Conscience of esteemed men and women to administer this fund.  

 

We urge the representatives of all governments to: 

• Show courageous leadership in addressing the major global challenges that threaten the very survival of humanity on 

this planet. This desires their highest priorities.  

• Accept the fundamental importance of shared ethical and spiritual values as expressed in the Earth Charter, the 

Charter for Compassion as well as the Uppsala Interfaith Climate Manifesto in creating a green economy and making 

the transition to a sustainable way of life. 

• Create a green economy that ensures social justice and equity and supports the common good of all and not just a few, 

protects the ecological balance and creates economic sufficiency by internalizing social and environmental costs into 

the economic bottom line. 

• Adopt alternative economic indicators to GDP that fortunately have been emerging that include social well-being and 

ecological, ethical, moral and cultural integrity such as Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness Paradigm.  

• Build structures of sustainable development governance that increase the capacity of governments to guarantee the 

right to food and proper nutrition, the right to safe and clean drinking water, the right to development and to a healthy 

environment and protects common goods such as water and land from privatization and commoditization. 

Governments and multinational corporations must be held accountable for their activities.   

This is a solemn moment of global decision making. The Rio + 20 Conference provides a historic opportunity to lead the world 

into a more sustainable future. We do not have another twenty years to lose. To move forward in our best interests and even 

more in the interests of those yet to be born, we must fundamentally change the concepts that underlie our negotiation practices 

and realize that only together can we forge inclusive solutions. 

 

Humble in the consciousness that the consequences of our decisions and actions will be felt by many generations to come, we 

turn to the Source of All Blessings for strength and courage. May our children, and our children’s children take pride in our 

actions.  
 
 

*summary statement revised and adopted at the Wings for Rio + 20 Leadership Forum in The Hague on May 2. The longer version of the statement can be 

downloaded at www.soetendorpinstitute.org 



 

Endorsed by: 

 

Rabbi Awraham Soetendorp, President and Founder, Jacob Soetendorp Institute for Humam Values 

 

His Holiness, the XIVth Dalai Lama 

 

Dadi Janki, Spiritual Head, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University 

 

Imam Umer Ahmed Ilyasi, Chief Imam of India and President, All India Imam Organization 

 

Most Revrd. Dr. Thabo Cecil Makgba, Archbishp of Cape Town 

 

Pauline Tangiora, Maori Elder, Aotearoa / New Zealand 

 

Brigitte van Baren, Zen Teacher in the Tradition of Empty Cloud and Sanbo Kyadan Society, Director Inner Sense 

 

Dr. Katherine Marshall, Executive Director at World Faiths Development Dialogue, Senior Advisor at the World Bank 

 

The Elijah Board of World Religious Leaders, including 

 

• His All Holiness, Patriarch Bartholemew  

• Cardinal Jorge Maria Mejia, Vatican 

• Abbot Primate Notker Wolf OSB, Italy 

• Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks  

• Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar  

• Rabbi David Rosen  

• Grand Mufti Mustafa Ceric 

• Prince Hassan bin Talal 

• Shaykh Hisham Kabbani  

• Swami Agnivesh 

• Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi (Amma) 

• Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 

• Dharma Master Hsin-Tao, Taiwan 

• Venerable Khandro Rinpoche 

• Venerable Prof. Jinwol Sunim 

• (for a full list, please visit www.elijah-interfaith.org)  

 

Sr. Joan Kirby, Temple of Understanding 

 

Marcus Braybroke, President, World Congress of Faiths 

 

Bishop Lennart Koskinen, Church of Sweden 

 

Dr. Gerardo Gonzalez, Multi-faith Coalition for Partnering with the UN 

 

Jehan Bagli, World Zoroastrian Organization, Canada 

 

Sharon Hamilton-Getz, NGO Committee on Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns-NY 

 

 

 

 


